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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

TO:   East Goshen Park Master Plan Steering Committee  
 
 
FROM:  Thomas J. Comitta, AICP, CNU-A, RLA 
  Erin L. Gross, Assoc. ASLA, Assoc. APA 
 
 
DATE:  March 2, 2016 
 
 
SUBJECT: EAST GOSHEN TOWNSHIP PARK MASTER PLAN REPORT:  

ADOPTED MARCH 1, 2016  
 
 
On this 2nd day of March, we proudly submit the Adopted version of the Master Plan Report ! ! ! 
 
Based on the discussion at the March 1st Board of Supervisors Meeting, we have: 
 
 + added the adoption date on the cover; 

 + added the March 1st adoption reference on page 3.3.; 

 + changed the Picnic Grove from Mid-Term to Immediate priority on page 11; 

 + switched the chair and vice-chair of the Board of Supervisors on page A.9.; and 

 + added the Resolution to the Report. 

 
Thank you for giving TCA the opportunity to assist with the preparation of the Master Plan ! 
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East Goshen Township Park
Master Plan Focus Areas

1.   Playground
2.   Amphitheater
3.   Veteran’s Pavilion Area
4.   Picnic Grove
5.   Basketball Courts
6.   Tennis Courts  
7.   Lookout Area
8.   Sportsfields Rehabilitation 
9.   Internal Trail & Pathway Improvement  
10. Bleachers for Ballfields
11. Fencing 
12. Signage, and Interpretive Signs
13. Buffer Plantings 
14. Serpentine Rock Interpretation Area

N
Revised: 2-4-16

Source: Google EarthPro 10-7-2011

This is the third Master Plan for the East 
Goshen Park.

 The fi rst Master Plan in 1978 was
 prepared by Yerkes Associates. It 
 informed the locations of the main 
 entrance, the driveways, tennis courts,  
 ballfi eld A, the playground, one 
 restroom, the eastern playfi elds, and  
 most of the parking areas.

 The second Master Plan in 1982 was 
 prepared by Thomas J. Comitta.
 It informed the locations of the Ira  
 Hicks Pavilion, the perimeter Trail,  
 Exercise Stations, and ballfi elds 
 B and C.

Between the 1982 Master Plan and the 2016 
Master Plan, several park improvements 
were completed.
 In the past 34 years, the Veterans 
 Pavilion and nearby restrooms, the  
 Basketball Courts, the Playground 
 expansion, and the Amphitheater   
 were added.

This Master Plan focuses primarily on the 
graceful enhancement and modest expansion 
of the park resources.

The hallmarks of this 2016 Master  
 Plan include the refurbishment of the  
 Playground, and the improvement of  
 several areas to make them more   
 functional and attractive. 

Yerkes Associates Master Plan: 1978

Thomas J. Comitta Master Plan: 1982

TCA Master Plan Focus Areas: 2016



      

East Goshen Township Park Master Plan Report 

Overarching Considerations

The analysis and evaluation of needs for this Master Plan 
involved a number of overarching considerations, as 
outlined below and on page 3.2.

In 2015, East Goshen Park.....

 was Heavily used;
 was loved for the rolling hills and scenic beauty,
 as described in the East Goshen Township Park 
 Recreation and Open Space Plan (PROS p.9);
 was loved by the Users, but Enhancements 
 are needed; and 
 was identifi ed as needing Renovations to the 
 Playground and surrounding area.

Framework

For a successful Park Master Plan, Public input was 
collected and synthesized as indicated below.

      Recommendations from the recently adopted Park, 
      Recreation, and Open Space Plan (PROS), especially:

 + Action Item 4.6C-As part of all Park Master Plans, 
    include and element that addresses Maintenance 
    Requirements, and revenue sources and costs;  and

 + New playground, cohesive signage 
    (PROS Appendix, p.37-38).
 

     

      Recommendations from the recently adopted 
      2015 Comprehensive Plan, especially:
 + Action Item 9.3.1.1. - Expand days and hours for 
     the East Goshen Farmers Market;
 + Action Item 9.3.1.2. - Refurbish and upgrade 
     play equipment;
 + Action Item 9.4.1.1. - Seek increased corporate 
     contributions for recreation program expansion;
 + Action Item 9.6.1.1. - Evaluate Friends of the Park 
    as means of generating increased revenues; and
 + Action Item 9.7.1.1. - Seek Grants to help fund 
     facility improvements.
  
      2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, especially:
 + Chapter 8: Special Rooms, Spaces, and Elements; and
 + Chapter 10: Recreational Areas.

      Playground Best Practices were Benchmarked
 + Committee tour of Playgrounds in West Goshen
     Township, Chester Springs, Downingtown/Exton, 
     Limerick Township and Philadelphia, and noting 
     the diversifi cation among major playgrounds.

      Current Theories of Play were Reviewed, including:
 + Physical, Social, Cognitive and Emotional 
     Skills developed; and
 + Identifi cation of Play types: active, sensory, 
     group/individual, Manipulative, imaginative, 
     water and natural.

3.1.
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Timeframe

We view our effort as a 5 to 10 - Year Master Plan. 

(A longer-term 10 to 30 - Year Master Plan 
could follow in 2021.)

Overarching Goals

 To Enhance Our Park for varied and diverse recreational 
 opportunities.

 To Enhance the Character and Charm of our Park.

 To Create a Playground for All Ages & Abilities.

 To Consider the implementation of the proposed 
 Paoli Pike Trail, and its effects on the usage of the Park.

Sequence/Progression of Park Experience 

 Ingress/Egress

 Wayfi nding Signage for Orientation

 Access Drives

 Parking

 Trails & Walkways

 Activity Areas

 Interpretive Signage

 Rest Areas/Benches

   

User Groups, Programs and Facilities

 Families with young children (Playground)

 Families with school age children (Sports, Playground)

 Multi-generational 
 (Special Events, Amphitheater, Farmers Market)

 Seniors

 Disabled

 Third Party Users (5k Races, Pavilion Rentals, etc.)

Revenues

 Grants

 Gifts Catalogue

 Corporate Contributions

 General Fund

 Capital Reserve Fund

 Sinking Fund

 Recreation Fee-in-Lieu Funds

 Pavilion Rental Fees

Field Use Fees

 Friends of the Park

Personnel 

 Continuation of Public Works Personnel for 
 park maintenance

 The Public Works Department estimates an increase of 
 up to 8 additional weekly hours for park maintenance

Public Participation

See pages 3.3. and  A.7. for information on our extensive 
Participation Program with Park Users from all age groups.

3.2.

Note:

The sequence and 
progression of the park 
experience was considered 
as an important element of 
this Master Plan.
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3.3.

The input received from the Public Participation 
Processes helped us to determine the following 
“big picture” items:

 + the decision to maintain a balanced active  
    and passive park program;

 + the decision to make the Playground 
    enhancements the #1 Priority, giving high  
    importance to Shade and Poured in Place  
    Surfacing, and water play, as well as the  
    decision to diversify the Playground   
       experience for all ages and abilities;

 + the decision to improve existing facilities  
     to expand their functionality and 
     attractiveness; and

 + the decision to introduce “new” elements  
     to enhances the use and appreciation of  
     our Community Park.

See Appendix A.7. for survey results from the 
Public Participation.

Public Participation Process 

The Public Participation Process included the following outreach initiatives:

  Regular monthly Public Meetings of the Master Plan 
  Steering Committee; 

  Regular monthly Public Meetings of the Park & Recreation 
  Commission;

  Communications with local Elementary School students;

  Communications with a local Teen Focus group;

  Communications with a local Senior Focus Group;

  Open Houses with Residents and the General Public; and

  Several Public Meetings with the East Goshen Township 
  Board of Supervisors, including the Public Meeting on 
  March 1, 2016 when this Master Plan was adopted.

Collectively, these public outreach initiatives enabled the Master Plan 
Steering Committee to gain a comfort level in recommending this Plan for 
adoption by the East Goshen Township Board of Supervisors for the benefi t 
of the citizens and taxpayers of East Goshen Township!
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1.  Playground

2.  Amphitheater

3.  Veteran’s Pavilion Area

4.  Picnic Grove

5.  Basketball Courts

6.  Tennis Courts

7.   Lookout Area

8.  Sportsfi elds Rehabilitation

9.  Internal Trail & Pathway 
      Improvements

10. Bleachers for Ballfi elds

11. Fencing

12. Signage, and Interpretive Signs

13. Buffer Planting

14. Serpentine Rock
       Interpretation Area

1. Playground 2. Amphitheater 7. Lookout Platform4. Picnic Grove
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Playground Conceptual Master Plan
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East Goshen Township Park
Playground Conceptual Master Plan:

1.    Central Shaded Gathering Spaces
2.    Perimeter Walkway
3.    Early Childhood Play Area/Apparatus
4.    Early Childhood Swings
5.    School-Age Child Play Area/Apparatus
6.    Swings/Spring Horses/Spinning Wheel
7.    Water Jets/Fountain Play Area
8.    Sand/Water Play Area
9.    Obstacle Course/Boulders
10.  Labyrinth/Maze & “Imagination Station”
11.  Benches
12.  Shade Trees
13.  Flagpole (with Security Camera)

2.

N

Revised: 2-4-16
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1. Central Shaded Gathering Space

7. Water Jets/Fountain Play 8. Sand/Water Play 6. Swings

1. Central Shaded Gathering Space  
    with seating

5. Play Apparatus (Ages 5 to 12)

9. Obstacle Course/Boulders

10. “Imagination Station”

2. Perimeter Walkway

3. Play Apparatus (Ages 2 to 5)

10. Labyrinth/Maze

6. Spinner 
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East Goshen Township Park
Area Surrounding Playground Conceptual Master Plan

1.  Entry Improvements
2.  Butterfly Garden Expansion
3. “Waterway”/Streambank Stabilization
4.  New Use for Former Volleyball Court
5.  T-Ball
6.  Whiffle Ball
7. Earthen Mound
8. Tile Drainage
9. Trees (Corkscrew Willow, October Glory Maple, 
     Shademaster Honey Locust, Evergreen Trees)
10. Railing

N

Revised:  2-4-16
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10.

2. Butterfl y Garden Expansion 7. Earthen Mound

6. Whiffl e Ball Field

1. Entry Improvements

5. T-Ball

8. Tile Drainage9. Corkscrew Willow Trees
     along Streambank

2. Water Pump at Butterfl y Garden

9. Evergreen Trees along Pathway

10. Railing

9. October Glory Maple Tree 9. Shademaster Honey Locust Tree
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                              Pre-Design 
  Playground    Improvement        Quantity & Description             Cost Estimate                          Notes    
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1.a.    Central Shaded Gathering Space Multiple Sail Canopy $20,000 central focal feature 

1.b.    Central Shaded Gathering Space Pavilion with seating $30,000 central focal feature 

1.2     Perimeter Walkway 6’ x 700’ = 4,200 SF $63,000 establishes perimeter grades 

1.3.    Early Childhood Play Area/Apparatus ADA Compliant, with Fencing $25,000 ages 2 to 5 

1.4. Early Childhood Swings Custom, ADA Compliant $6,000 ages 2 to 5 

1.5. School-Age Child Play Area/Apparatus Custom, ADA Compliant $40,000 ages 5 to 12 

1.6. Swings/Spring Horses/Spinning Wheel Custom, ADA Compliant $6,500 see page 5 

1.7. Water Jets/Fountain Play Area Custom, ADA Compliant $10,000 see page 5 

1.8. Sand/Water Play Area Custom, ADA Compliant $15,000 see page 5 

1.9. Obstacle Course/Boulders Custom, ADA Compliant $26,000 see page 5 

1.10. Labyrinth/Maze & “Imagination Station” Custom, ADA Compliant $10,000 see page 5 

1.11. Benches 12 with armrests  $14,400 custom model 

1.12. Surfacing (mulch, synthetic turf, Poured in Place: 
PIP) Lump Sum $100,000 refer to page 5 for extent 

1.13. Tile Drainage Lump Sum $20,000 an allowance for unknown conditions 

1.14. Grading Lump Sum $25,000 subject to detailed plans 

1.15. Stormwater Management  Lump Sum $8,000 includes temporary & permanent 

1.16. Demolition of Existing Playground Lump Sum $15,000 includes disposal off-site 

1.17. Installation Lump Sum $100,000 for items 1.3. thru 1.10.  

1.18. Shade Trees 20 $7,000 see page 6 

Central Shaded Gathering Space

Sand/Water Play

Labyrinth/Maze & 
 “Imagination Station”

SUBTOTAL:               $540,900
Contingency:           15%

TOTAL:            $622,035

Notes:  
a.  The specifi c manufactures, model numbers, and other specifi cations for items such as Shade Canopies,   
     Pavilions, Play Apparatus, and Benches will be determined by the Park & Recreation Commission. Cost      
     Estimates will be adjusted after specifi c items are selected.
b.  The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design requires Playground compliance.
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                                    Pre-Design 
  Amphitheater       Improvement                           Quantity & Description        Cost Estimate        Notes     
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3.1. Viewing Area for Disabled Persons  Lump Sum $8,500 expand area closer to stage 
3.2. Path Access 9’ x 100’ = 900SF $13,500 not to exceed 5% grade 
3.3.  Boulders Lump Sum $7,500 from on-site excavation 
3.4.  Trees 6 Shade Trees $2,100 see page 6 
3.5.  Seating 12 Benches with armrests $14,400 custom model 
3.6. Improved Turfgrass Lump Sum $5,500 topsoil and overseed 
3.7. Bandshell/Canopy  Lump Sum  $60,000 with Acoustic Reverberators 
3.8. Storage Unit Steel Cabinet $5,000 discrete placement near Stage 

4.1. Tables with Outdoor Chess Games 3 Tables & 6 Chairs $10,500 stationary location (not portable) 
4.2. Grills (bar-b-que) 2 $1,000 replace existing 
4.3. Improve Pathways from Trail to Pavilion Area 4.5’ x 925’ = 4,163 SF $33,300 see page 4 
4.4. Petanque (Bocce) Lump Sum $12,500 with Perimeter Boards & Diamond Tex 
4.5. Storage Unit Steel Cabinet $5,000 discrete placement near Pavilion 

                      Pre-Design 
Veteran’s Pavilion   Improvement       Quantity & Description   Cost Estimate        Notes    
Area  

Petanque (Bocce)

Bandshell

SUBTOTAL:                 $116,500
Contingency:           15%

TOTAL:              $133,975

SUBTOTAL:                    $62,300
Contingency:            15%

TOTAL:                  $71,645

Note:  
a.   The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 
      requires compliance.

Butterfl y Garden Expansion 

2.1. Entry Improvements to the Playground Areas Lump Sum $30,000 custom design 
2.2. Butterfly/Pollinator Garden Expansion (and water Bib) Lump Sum $7,500 outsource to conservation organization 
2.3. “Waterway”/Streambank Stabilization Lump Sum $26,000 rip rap stream channel 
2.4. New use for Former Volleyball Court Lump Sum $3,500 establish turfgrass 
2.5. T-Ball Lump Sum $5,500 T-Ball rehabilitation  
2.6. Whiffle Ball Field Lump Sum $3,500 new playfield with turfgrass 
2.7. Earthen Mound Lump Sum $7,500 side slopes not to exceed a grade of 2.5:1 
2.8. Trees (Corkscrew Willow) 5 $1,750 see page 6 
2.9. Railing 50 feet; black metal $2,000 one side of trail 

SUBTOTAL:                   $87,250
Contingency:           15%

TOTAL:                $100,337

                           Pre-Design 
  Area Surrounding  Improvement         Quantity & Description        Cost Estimate              Notes     
  Playground 
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6.1.  Bathrooms/Comfort Stations Lump Sum $9,000 paint interiors;  add child changing stations 

6.2.  Picnic Tables; handicapped (new) 2 $3,600 wooden  

6.3.  Benches 36 with armrests $43,200 custom model 

6.4.1. Signage - Wayfinding 12 $5,400 custom design 

6.4.2. Signage - Interpretive 2 $900 custom design 

6.5. Shade Trees 75 $26,250 see page 6 

6.6. Existing Trees & Vegetation Maintenance  Lump Sum $12,000 pruned; limbed up 

6.7. Basketball Courts Lump Sum $9,000 replace backboard; hillside seating 

6.8. Tennis Courts Bleachers, Windscreen $9,000 bleachers on west side 

6.9. Sportsfields Lump Sum $18,000 rehabilitation 

6.10. Bleachers Lump Sum $16,000 Baseball Fields 

6.11. Fencing Lump Sum $9,000 Baseball Fields; Multi-Purpose Playfield 

6.12. Internal Trail Improvements  Lump Sum $15,000 see page 4 

6.13. Lookout Area  Lump Sum $18,000 Wooden Deck with Railing; utilizing new Benches 

6.14. New Sign at East Entrance Lump Sum $6,500 Stone to Match Existing Main Entrance Sign 

6.15. Serpentine Rock Area (Invasive Vegetation Removal) Lump Sum $2,600 dispose off-site 

ADA Picnic Tables

SUBTOTAL:                    $203,450
Contingency:               15%

TOTAL:                 $233,968

5.1. Gazebo 18 ft. diameter $25,000 Vixen Hill or equal 

5.2. Picnic Tables 6 $9,600 custom model 

5.3. Trees 6 $2,100 see page 6 

                        Pre-Design 
  Picnic Grove       Improvement       Quantity & Description      Cost Estimate     Notes    

Gazebo

SUBTOTAL:                     $ 36,700
Contingency:              15%

TOTAL:                  $42,205

                        Pre-Design 
Park “Infrastructure”       Improvement       Quantity & Description      Cost Estimate     Notes    
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               Pre-Design 
Summary of Costs    Improvement Area    Cost Estimate       Notes         
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1. Playground $622,035 

These Pre-Design Cost Estimates are “ballpark estimates” that will 

be refined in the future after detailed Construction Documents are 

prepared. The cost estimates are based on 2016 dollars, and 

include a 15% contingency. 

2. Area Surrounding 
Playground $100,337

3. Amphitheater $133,975 

4. Veteran’s Pavilion   $71,645 

5. Picnic Grove $42,205 

6. Park “Infrastructure”  $233,968 

Notes:

+ In addition to the park improvement costs, other costs to be considered include professional fees for 
   Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Bid Administration, and Construction Administration.

+ Since the cost fi gures are in 2016 dollars, improvements in 2017 and beyond should be estimated with an        
    infl ation factor per year after 2016.

+ Please refer to pages 7, 8, and 9 for a detailed breakdown of the cost estimate. 

+ Please refer to pages 12 and A.8. for information regarding Revenues, Funding, Grants, and a Gifts Catalogue.

Amphitheater

Playground

Applebrook Comfort Station

TOTAL:      $1,204,165

Petanque (Bocce)
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Three phases of Park Improvements are recommended :

Immediate 

1.1.  Playground:  $540,900
1.3.  Veteran’s Pavilion Area (grills):  $1,000
1.4.  Sportsfi elds:  $18,000
1.5.  Signage:  $6,300
1.6.  East Entrance Sign:  $6,500
1.7.  Picnic Tables (ADA):  $3,600
1.8.  Amphitheater: $8,500
        (Viewing Area for Disabled) 
1.9.  Amphitheater: $13,500
        (Path Access) 
1.10. Picnic Grove: $36,700

    SUBTOTAL:    $635,000
    Contingency:   15%

    TOTAL:      $730,250 

Wayfi nding Signage

Playground

Sportsfi elds

Amphitheater

Lookout Platform OpportunityADA Picnic Tables

Trail Improvements

Veteran’s Pavilion Area
Outdoor Chess

Note:   The actual phasing for Park Improvements 
 will be dependent upon the receipt of Grants and  
 other Revenues, and are subject to repositioning  
 based upon available Funds. 

Mid-Term

2.1. Amphitheater:  $94,500
      (improvements other than ADA Accessibility)
2.2. Area Surrounding Playground: $87,250
2.3. Internal Trail Improvements:  $15,000
2.4. Fencing:  $9,000
2.5. Bleachers:  $16,000
2.6. Basketball Courts:  $9,000
2.7. Benches:  $21,600
2.8. Existing Tree & Vegetation Maintenance:  $12,000
2.9. Shade Trees:  $26,250
2.10.Veteran’s Pavilion:  $28,000
        (except grills and pathway improvements)
2.11.Tennis Courts:  $9,000

    SUBTOTAL: $327,600 
    Contingency:   15%

    TOTAL:    $376,740

Long-Term

3.1. Lookout Area:  $18,000
3.2. Benches: $21,600
3.3. Bathroom/Comfort Station Renovation:  $9,000
3.4. Veteran’s Pavilion Pathway Improvements: $33,300
3.5. Serpentine Rock (Invasive Vegetation Removal): $2,600

    SUBTOTAL:  $84,500
    Contingency:   15%
    

    TOTAL:     $97,175
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Implementation Strategies 

Funding: Friends of the Park
A possibility for additional funding could be a separate/special Friends of 
the Park initiative. 

Funding: Sinking Fund
East Goshen Township has a Sinking Fund to ensure that capital assets 
can be replaced when they reach the end of their useful life. As of 2016, 
the Township had approximately $120,000 reserved for the eventual 
replacement of the Early Childhood Play Equipment in this fund, which 
could be used toward the Early Childhood Playground improvements.

Funding: Borrowing
To the extent that East Goshen Township still has out-of-pocket costs 
beyond the funding sources listed above, it may be benefi cial for 
members of the East Goshen Township’s Finance Department to explore 
borrowing funds via a bond issuance as opposed to using available fund 
balance. 

The benefi ts of borrowing as opposed to using cash are two-fold: 
1) borrowing shifts the costs from current and previous residents to 
future residents, who will be the primary users of the park 
improvements; and 2) borrowing will allow the Township to manage 
general fund cash fl ows in a more logical manner.

Gifts Catalogue & Philanthropy
A draft Gifts Catalogue is included at the end of this report on 
page A-7 of the Appendix. 

Hopefully, on the strength of the Gifts Catalogue, many of the 
proposed park improvements will be funded by the corporate 
partners and families who use and appreciate our Community 
Park.

Maintenance & Personnel
The continued maintenance of the park will help to insure the 
enjoyment of park amenities and resources. Funding for park 
maintenance will need to increase as a result of the proposed 
improvements, with an estimated 8 additional hours per week.

Special Events

East Goshen Community Days

Farmer’s Market

Special Events

Funding: Grants
East Goshen Township plans to pursue all available Grants through PA 
DCNR-C2P2, PA DCED-Greenways, Chester County Municipal Grant 
Program, and other State, County, and Regional Agencies. Given the 
competitive nature of these Grants, it is likely to take up to 10 years to fund 
the improvements proposed in this Master Plan.

 According to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and   
 Natural Resources (DCNR) C2P2 Grant Program, EGT could apply  
 for a maximum of $150,000 to $300,ooo for the Development of   
 parks and recreational facilities.

 According to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
 Economic Development (DCED) Greenways Grant Program, EGT  
 could apply for a maximum of $250,000 for development, 
 rehabilitation and improvement to public parks and recreation areas.

 According to the Chester County Municipal Grant Program, 
 whereby Round 28 Applications, EGT could apply for a maximum  
 of $250,000 under the Development Grant Category for park facility  
 and/or trail construction.
 According to the American Dermatological Association, grants up to  
 $8,000 are available for shade structures.

Funding: Fee-In-Lieu
Another source of funds will be the Recreational Fee-in-Lieu program, 
whereby revenues could be obtained during the land development process.

Funding: User Fees
While awaiting the receipt of funds from Grants, and the Recreational Fee-in-
Lieu program, East Goshen Township will continue to obtain Revenues from:

 Pavilion Rental Fees;

 Field Use Fees;

 Farmer’s Market Fees;

 Concessionaire Fees; and

 5k Runs/Special Events.

The 2016 User Fees should be increased by at least 2% per year to 
address increased park maintenance costs.  

Antique Car Show

East Goshen Community Days

Special Events

Sporting Events
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Beyond the proposed park improvements 
profi led through page 12, this Appendix 
features scaled Master Plan drawings, Site 
Analyses, Public Participation details, and a 
proposed Gifts Catalogue. 

This Master Plan is consistent with the East 
Goshen Township Comprehensive Plan, 
adopted October 20, 2015. 

In addition, this Master Plan was informed by 
an effective Public Participation process.
(see pages 3.3. and A.7.)

Appendix           Page

A.1. Appendix Overview .......................................................................A.1.

A.2. Site Analysis: Park Improvement Needs & Opportunities .......... A.2.

A.3. Site Analysis: Topography ............................................................ A.3.

A.4. Site Analysis: Soils ........................................................................ A.4. 

A.5.  Master Plan Focus Ares: 1”= 200’ ................................................ A.5.
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East Goshen Township Park-Site Analysis: Improvement Needs & Opportunities
1.   New Entrance Sign Needed
2.   New Gateway Feature Opportunity
3.   Drainage Swale Rehabilitation Needed
4.   Demolition of Playground Needed
5.   Playground Perimeter Walkway Opportunity
6.   Center of Playground Opportunity  
7.   Redesign of T-Ball Field Needed
8.   Privacy Plant Screening of Hicks Pavilion Needed
9.   Veteran’s Pavilion Area Enhancement Opportunity
10. Complete Regrading of Playground Area Needed
11. Butterfly Garden Expansion Opportunity
12. Tile Drainage Needed
13. Amphitheater Enhancement Needed
14. Walkway Enhancement Opportunity
15. Trail Enhancement Opportunity
16. Basketball Court Improvements Needed

N
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Scale: 1” = 200’

17. Picnic Grove Enhancement Opportunity
18. Playfield Bleachers Needed
19. Tennis Court Bleachers Needed
20. Tennis Court Screen Needed
21. Restroom Enhancement Needed
22. Bleachers Needed  
23. Lookout Area Opportunity
24. Perimeter Fencing Needed
25. Sportsfield Rehabilitation Needed
26. Interpretive/Wayfinding Signage Needed
27. Shade Trees Needed
28. Tree Pruning Needed
29. Railing
30. Serpentine Rock Interpretation Area Opportunity

A.2.
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East Goshen Township Park
East Goshen Township, PA
Site Analysis: Topography
(2 Foot Contour Interval)

Scale: 1” = 200’
TCA: 9-23-15

N
A.3.



East Goshen Township Park
East Goshen Township, PA
Site Analysis: Soils
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Soil Characteristics:
Name    Slope         Drainage
Califon Silt Loam  0-3%    Moderately Well 
Califon Silt Loam  3-8%    Moderately Well 
Chrome Silt Loam  3-8%   Well
Chrome Silt Loam  8-15%   Well
Cokesbury Silt Loam 0-3%   Poor
Conowingo Silt Loam  0-3%    Moderately Well
Conowingo Silt Loam  3-8%    Moderately Well
Gladstone Gravelly Loam 3-8%    Moderately Well
Glenelg Silt Loam  3-8%   Well
Hatboro Silt Loam  0-2%   Poor
Neshaminy Silt Loam 3-8%    Moderately Well
Urban Complex  0-8%   Well
Watchung Silt Loam  0-3%   Poor
Watchung Silt Loam  3-8%   Poor

Glenelg
Silt Loam

3-8% Slope
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East Goshen Township Park
Master Plan Focus Areas

1.   Playground
2.   Amphitheater
3.   Veteran’s Pavilion Area
4.   Picnic Grove
5.   Basketball Courts
6.   Tennis Courts  
7.   Lookout Area
8.   Sportsfields Rehabilitation 
9.   Internal Trail & Pathway Improvement  
10. Bleachers for Ballfields
11. Fencing 
12. Signage, and Interpretive Signs
13. Buffer Plantings 
14. Serpentine Rock Interpretation Area
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Source: Google EarthPro 10-7-2011
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East Goshen Township Park
Playground & Surrounding Area Conceptual Master Plan
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1.    Central Shaded Gathering Spaces
2.    Perimeter Walkway
3.    Early Childhood Play Area/Apparatus
4.    Early Childhood Swings
5.    School-Age Child Play Area/Apparatus
6.    Swings/Spring Horses/Spinning Wheel
7.    Water Jets/Fountain Play Area
8.    Sand/Water Play Area
9.    Obstacle Course/Boulders
10.  Labyrinth/Maze & “Imagination Station”
11.  Benches

12.  Entry Improvements
13.  Butterfly Garden Expansion
14. “Waterway”/Streambank Stabilization
15.  T-Ball
16.  Whiffle Ball
17.  Earthen Mound
18.  Trees
19.  Railing
20.  Flagpole (with Security Camera)
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East Goshen Township Park Master Plan Report 
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Public Participation Input Synopsis       

Destination Playground Input

Elementary School Students: 
East Goshen Recreation staff visited three local schools and asked students ages 5 to 12 for their playground 
preferences. The students were all shown large poster boards with pictures, given a brief overview of the 
options, an d then allowed to choose their favorites.

          Total:  623 Students Surveyed 

Question 1 – Destination Playground Theme

Question 2 – “Big Ticket” Playground Free-Standing Element 

Question 3 – “Non-Traditional” Playground Free-Standing Element

General Public (on-site):
East Goshen Recreation staff set up a public input station at the current playground and asked visitors for 
their preferences. The visitors were all shown large poster boards with pictures, given a brief overview of their 
options, and then allowed to choose their favorites. We also solicited additional input from visitors as well. 

Destination Playground Public Input Takeaways and Insights:
 + A Wilderness/Natural Playground theme was the Public choice - 62% of the Vote

 + Shade is needed

 + Preference for a Poured in Place Surface - Preferred by 20 out of 28 respondents

School Name Number of Survey 
 Responses 

East Goshen Elementary School 387 
Goshen Friends School 41 
Sts. Simon & Jude School 195 

Option Responses
A - Castle 128 
B - Wilderness/Natural  385 
C - Carnival 74 
D - Pirate 25 
E - No theme 11 

Option Responses
A - Zip Line 369 
B - Linear Obstacle Course  90 
C - Climbing Boulders 94 
D - Obstacle Dome 83 

Option Responses
A - Spinning Wheel 49 
B - Tire Swing  214 
C - Maze / Labyrinth 112 
D - Life Size Building Blocks (Imagination 
Playground) 

241 

Teen Focus Group:
East Goshen Recreation staff conducted an e-Focus Group with teens from East High School’s Interact 
Club (13 respondents). They were asked the following questions:

 How often do you come to the Park?

 What Activity do you do at the Park?

 What Activity would you most want added at the Park?

Teen Focus Input Takeaways and Insights:
 More/better programming, such as:
 + Food Festivals
 + Bonfi re Events
 + Teen Nights - Ping Pong, Football, etc.

Public Comment Period Synopsis:
Public comments were taken via email, telephone and in-person from December 15th, 2015 
to January 15th, 2016. The results are as follows:
 

Question Option A Option B Option C Option D Option E 
Q1 6 19 3 0 0 
Q2 1 3 14 10 NA 
Q3 4 10 1 15 NA 

D—LIFESIZE BUILDING BLOCKS 

B—WILDERNESS 

0 – 1 times per month 7 respondents 
2 – 4 times per month 3 respondents 
At least once per week 3 respondents 

Walk/Run 12 respondents 
Picnic 1 respondent 
Tennis 1 respondent 
Amphitheater Concerts 1 respondent 

More Concerts 12 respondents 
Rock Wall/Ropes Course 4 respondents 
Basketball league/sports tournaments 3 respondents 

129 Responses 126 in favor of the Park Master Plan 2 others concerned with funding
  1 not in favor of improvements
 118 in favor of the playground improvements
 Specific playground amenities mentioned most: Shade = 21 respondents

Water Area = 16
  Bathroom near playground = 3
 8 other specific park improvements mentioned: Tennis Court = 3 
  Dog Park = 3 
  Butterfly Garden = 3 

A - ZIP LINE



East Goshen Township Park Master Plan Report 
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Gifts Catalogue         

East Goshen 
Township Park

Gifts Catalogue

East Goshen 
Township Park

Gifts Catalogue

Please consider making a 
Contribution to Improve and 

Enhance the Park!

All Contributions are Tax 
Deductible.

For more information please 
contact Jason Lang, 

Director of Recreation, at 
jlang@eastgoshen.org or call 

610-692-7171.

Gifts Catalogue
“Wish List”

Bench..............................$1,200

Picnic Table....................$1,600

Picnic Table for ADA......$1,800

Wayfi nding Sign.............$450

Entry Improvements......$30,000

Interpretive Sign............$450

Shade Canopy.................$20,000

Shade Tree......................$350

Butterfl y Garden 
Expansion.......................$7,500

Lookout Platform...........$18,000

Petanque
(Bocce)............................$12,500

Gazebo............................$25,000

Butterfl y Garden

Interpretive Sign

Entry Improvements 

Shade Canopy

Picnic Table

Shade Tree

Project Team         

Board of Supervisors 
Senya D. Isayeff
E. Martin Shane
Janet L. Emanuel 
Carmen R. Battavio
Charles W. Proctor, III, Esquire

Master Plan Steering Committee
Joseph D. Zulli, Esq.
Betsy Williams
Daria Porreca
PJ Viloski
Ann Marie Fletcher-Moore
Edward Coyle
Christine Taraborelli
Peter Knupp
Carmen R. Battavio, Board of Supervisors
Jason Lang, MS, CPRP, Director of Recreation

Park & Recreation Commission
Joseph D. Zulli, Esq., Chairman
Betsy Williams, Vice Chairman
Daria Porreca
Ann Marie Fletcher-Moore, Secretary
Edward Coyle
Christine Taraborelli
Deborah Snyder
Peter Knupp

Consultants

Thomas Comitta Associates, Inc.
Town Planners & Landscape Architects

 Thomas J. Comitta, AICP, CNU-A, RLA
 Project Manager & Landscape Architect

 Erin L. Gross, Assoc. ASLA, APA
 Park Planner & Designer

Note: The Gifts Catalogue is intended to serve as a source of additional Revenues to help implement this Master Plan!

Township Staff
Louis F. (“Rick”) Smith
Mark Miller



“....would you like to swing on a star,
 carry moonbeans home in a jar,
  and be better off than you are,
       with the implementation of this 2016 
   East Goshen Township Park Master Plan Report....”?
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“We don’t stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing.”

          – George Bernard Shaw


