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Location: 
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Camp Hill, PA 17011 
 
Office: (717) 763-7211 
Fax: (717) 763-8150 
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April 18, 2017 
 
 
Mr. Doug McLearen, Division Chief 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Bureau of Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 
 
RE:   File No. ER 2017-0418-029-A 

Decommissioning of Hershey’s Mill Dam 
 Hershey’s Mill Reservoir, Hershey’s Mill Road 
 East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 
  
Dear Mr. McLearen: 
 
Gannett Fleming began initial coordination with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on 
December 12, 2016.  Your response letter on December 19, 2016 indicated a need for additional 
information to begin reviewing the project.  On behalf of East Goshen Township, we retained the 
services of CHRS, Inc. to complete the Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form which is 
enclosed for your review.  This letter serves to provide you with the following information as 
requested to continue the review process: 
 
 Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form 
 SHPO Response Letter, dated December 19, 2016. 
 Original GF Coordination Packet, Cultural Resource Notice, dated December 12, 2016 

 

We respectfully request a review from your office to determine if this project will, or will not, have 
an adverse impact on cultural and/or historic resources.  If you should have any questions or require 
additional information, please feel free to contact me at 717-763-7211, extension 2073. Thank you 
for your cooperation, and we look forward to coordinating with you on this project. 

 

Sincerely, 
GANNETT FLEMING, INC. 

 
 
 

 
David H. Graff, PWS, CSE, CWB 

Senior Environmental Scientist 
Enclosures:  
cc:   Rick Smith – East Goshen Township Manager  

Eric C. Neast, P.E. – Gannett Fleming, Inc. 
Kenneth J. Basalik, Ph.D. – CHRS, Inc. 



  

Key #    

ER# 2017-0418-029 Historic Resource Survey Form 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 

 

Name, Location and Ownership (Items 1-6; see Instructions, page 4) 

HISTORIC NAME  Hershey Mill (Hershey's Mill) 

CURRENT/COMMON NAME  Hershey Mill (Hershey’s Mill) 

STREET ADDRESS  1034 Hershey Mill Road ZIP  19380  

LOCATION  Northeastern corner of Greenhill Road and Hershey Mill Road  

MUNICIPALITY  East Goshen Township COUNTY  Chester 

TAX PARCEL #/YEAR  Hershey Mill: 53-2J-96 USGS QUAD  Phoenixville, PA 

                                       Hershey Mill Pond and Dam: 53-2J-130.1  

OWNERSHIP  Private  

  Public/Local    Public/County    Public/State    Public/Federal 

OWNER NAME/ADDRESS  Hershey Mill: Karen and Neil DeRiemer/1034 Hershey Mill Road, West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380 

                                              Hershey Mill Pond and Dam: East Goshen Township/1580 Paoli Pike, West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY    Building     Site     Structure     Object    District  

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESOURCES  5 
 

 

Function (Items 7-8; see Instructions, pages 4-6)  

 Historic Function Subcategory Particular Type 

 INDUSTRY/PROCESSING Manufacturing Facility Mill  

 INDUSTRY/PROCESSING Waterworks Reservoir  

 INDUSTRY/PROCESSING Waterworks Dam  

 DOMESTIC Single Dwelling  Residence  

 COMMERCE/TRADE Specialty Store Blacksmith Shop 

 Current Function Subcategory Particular Type 

 DOMESTIC Single Dwelling Residence  

 LANDSCAPE Unoccupied Land Other/Wetland  

 VACANT/NOT IN USE Waterworks Dam  

                    

 UNKNOWN              

 

Architectural/Property Information (Items 9-14; see Instructions, pages 6-7) 
 
ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION 

 VERNACULAR       

             

             

 

EXTERIOR MATERIALS and STRUCTURAL SYSTEM  

 Foundation   STONE       

 Walls   STONE       

 Roof   METAL       

 Other               

 Structural System               

 
 WIDTH  30 (feet) or 2 (# bays)  DEPTH  42 (feet) or       (# rooms) STORIES/HEIGHT  2.5  
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Property Features (Items 15-17; see Instructions, pages 7-8) 

 Setting  Suburban 

 Ancillary Features 

 Drainage Channels              

 Culvert              

 Carriage House              
 

 Acreage  Hershey Mill: 1.3 / Hershey Mill Pond and Dam: 6.4 (round to nearest tenth)   
 

 

Historical Information (Items 18-21; see Instructions, page 8) 
 
 Year Construction Began  1774  Circa  Year Completed 1799  Circa  

 Date of Major Additions, Alterations   1904  Circa 1972  Circa Pre-1981   Circa 

 Basis for Dating     Documentary   Physical 

 Explain  Based on historical maps, newspaper articles, and photographs.  

                Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation(s)        

 Associated Individual(s)        

 Associated Event(s      

 Architect(s)        

 Builder(s)        
 

 

Submission Information (Items 22-23; see Instructions, page 8) 
 

 Previous Survey/Determinations  None 

 Threats    None  Neglect   Public Development   Private Development    Other  

 Explain  Proposed removal  of Hershey Mill Dam  

 This submission is related to a   non-profit grant application    business tax incentive    

  NHPA/PA History Code Project Review  other 
 

 

Preparer Information (Items 24-30; see Instructions, page 9) 

 Name & Title  Philip Ruth, Director of Research and Melissa Steeley, Architectural Historian 

 Date Prepared  March 23, 2017 Project Name  Decommissioning of Hershey's Mill Dam 

 Organization/Company  CHRS, Inc. 

 Mailing Address  395 North Cannon Avenue, Lansdale, Pennsylvania 19446 

 Phone  215-699-8006 Email msteeley@chrsinc.com 
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National Register Evaluation (Item 31; see Instructions, page 9) 
(To be completed by Survey Director, Agency Consultant, or for Project Reviews ONLY.)  
 

  Not Eligible  (due to  lack of significance and/or  lack of integrity) 

  Eligible Area(s) of Significance        

  Criteria Considerations        Period of Significance        

  Contributes to Potential or Eligible District District Name        

 

Bibliography (Item 32; cite major references consulted. Attach additional page if needed. See Instructions, page 9.) 
 
See Attached. 

 

Additional Information 
The following must be submitted with form. Check the appropriate box as each piece is completed and attach to form with paperclip. 

   Narrative Sheets—Description/Integrity and History/Significance (See Instructions, pages 13-14) 

   Current Photos (See Instructions, page 10) 

   Photo List (See Instructions, page 11) 

   Site Map (sketch site map on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, approximate scale; label all  

 resources, street names, and geographic features; show exterior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11) 

   Floor Plan (sketch main building plans on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, scale bar or length/width  

 dimensions; label rooms; show interior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11) 

   USGS Map (submit original, photocopy, or download from TopoZone.com; See Instructions, page 12) 
 

 

Send Completed Form and Additional Information to: 
  National Register Program 
  Bureau for Historic Preservation/PHMC 
  Keystone Bldg., 2nd Floor 
  400 North St. 
  Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 
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Photo List (Item 33) 
See pages 10-11 of the Instructions for more information regarding photos and the photo list. In addition to this photo list, create a 
photo key for the site plan and floor plans by placing the photo number in the location the photographer was standing on the 
appropriate plan. Place a small arrow next to the photo number indicating the direction the camera was pointed. Label individual 
photos on the reverse side or provide a caption underneath digital photos.  
 
Photographer name  Philip Ruth  

Date  March 2, 2017 

Location Negatives/Electronic Images Stored CHRS, Inc.  

 
Photo # Photo Subject/Description  Camera 

Facing 

1 View of Hershey Mill, looking northwest. The mill building is visible at left, the masonry retaining 
wall of the dam at right. A blacksmith shop is visible in the distance at center. 

NW 

2 View from Hershey Mill Dam, looking southwest. The mill building is visible at right. A late 
twentieth-century carriage house is visible at left. 

SW 

3 Undated, likely late nineteenth-century photograph, showing the northwestern side wall of Hershey 
Mill (at left) and the southwestern end wall (at right) (Photograph from the private collection of 
Neil DeRiemer). 

SE 

4 Undated, likely late nineteenth-century photograph of Hershey Mill, looking southwest to the 
northeastern end wall (Photograph from the private collection of Neil DeRiemer). 

SW 

5 View looking northwest to the northwestern wall of the wheel house. The 12-inch metal pipe 
visible at center carried the head race into the wheelhouse 

NW 

6 View looking southeast to the opening for the tail race. SE 

7 View looking northeast basement-level opening in the northeastern end wall. The use of the 
opening is unknown, but it appears to be original to the structure. 

NE 

8 View of the southwestern end wall of Hershey Mill. The masonry steps leading to the door on the 
first floor, as well as the window opening to its left, were added prior to 1981. The hoist 
mechanism at peak of the gable roof has been removed. 

NE 

9 View looking north to the southwestern and southeastern elevations of Hershey Mill, visible at left 
and right, respectively. Concrete patching is visible around the added window opening on the 
southwestern end wall. 

N 

10 View looking south-southeast to the northeastern gable end wall of Hershey Mill. The large framed 
opening within the masonry at right and the three larger windows within the gable above are 
modern additions. The gable-roofed masonry addition visible in the historic photograph has been 
removed, leaving only its foundation and its northeastern gable end wall (visible at bottom left). 
Two brick chimneys at the roofline are also of modern construction. 

S-SE 

11 View looking south-southeast to Hershey Mill. The frame addition, constructed during the 
conversion of a mill to a residence, is partially visible behind the tree cover against the 
northwestern side wall of the building (at right). 

S-SE 

12 View looking northeast along the northern half of the mill’s northwestern side wall. NE 

13 View looking west-southwest to the southeastern side wall and northeastern end wall of Hershey 
Mill 

W-SW 

14 View looking northwest to the southeastern side wall of Hershey Mill. The arched tail race 
opening is visible near the base of the building, opening into a drainage channel. 

NW 

15 View of the interior of Hershey Mill. N/A 

16 View of the interior of Hershey Mill. N/A 

17 View looking north-northeast to the down-stream face of Hershey Mill Dam. The current dam 
dates to 1972 and is a reconstruction of an earlier structure that once impounded Hershey Mill 
Pond before it was dewatered in 2011. The scour pond visible in the foreground was created by the 
force of the water falling from the main spillway 

N-NE 
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Photo # Photo Subject/Description  Camera 
Facing 

18 View looking east across the upstream face of Hershey Mill Dam. The remains of the reservoir are 
located in the vegetated area to the north (left) of the dam. The training walls and slab spillway are 
visible at center. 

E 

19 View looking north-northeast to the downstream face of Hershey Mill Dam. The concrete weir box 
visible in the right-hand corner directs water to the secondary channel that once carried the tail 
race. 

N-NE 

20 Detail view of the downstream face of the reconstructed retaining wall looking east (East Goshen 
Township 2016). 

E 

21 View from the upstream side of the dam looking southwest to the slab spillway (Pennoni 
Associates Inc. 2016).  

SW 

22 View of the crest of the dam, looking northeast from the northeastern side of the spillway (Pennoni 
Associates Inc. 2016). 

NE 

23 Undated photograph showing the “immense hole” (at right) that opened in the dam after a storm 
caused the failure of the dam in 1904 (Anonymous n.d.). 

N/A 

24 Undated photograph showing Hershey Mill Dam after its failure in 1972 (Beck n.d.). N/A 

25 Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after its 1972 failure (Beck 
n.d.). 

N/A 

26 Undated photograph showing the installation of the dam’s masonry footer and low flow pipe 
during its reconstruction (Beck n.d.). 

N/A 

27 Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after its 1972 failure (Beck 
n.d.). 

N/A 

28 Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after its 1972 failure. The 
photograph shows the reconstructed dam being faced in stone (Beck n.d.). 

N/A 

29 View looking north-northwest to the main stream channel that drains the scour pond. N-NW 

30 View looking south-southeast to the pair of concrete culverts that carry the main and secondary 
channels below Greenhill Road. The culverts appear to be of mid-to-late twentieth-century 
construction. 

S-SE 

31 View from Greenhill Road, looking northeast to the carriage house. The carriage house was 
constructed in the late twentieth century. 

NE 

32 View looking southeast to the carriage house SE 

33 View looking southwest to the miller’s house. SW 

34 View looking southwest to the northern side addition L of the miller’s house. The kitchen addition 
visible in historic maps and aerials has been substantially altered or replaced. 

SW 

35 View looking west-northwest across Hershey Mill Road to the former blacksmith shop. W-NW 

36 View looking west to the early twentieth century frame barn.  W 
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Physical Description and Integrity (Item 38) 
Provide a current description of the overall setting, landscape, and resources of the property. See page 13 of the Instructions for 
detailed directions. Continue on additional sheets as needed. Suggested outline for organizing this section: 

 Introduction [summarize the property, stating type(s) of resource(s) and function(s)] 
 Setting [describe geographic location, streetscapes, natural/man-made landscape features, signage, etc.] 
 Exterior materials, style, and features [describe the exterior of main buildings/resources] 
 Interior materials, style, and features [describe the interior of main buildings/resources] 
 Outbuildings/Landscape [describe briefly additional outbuildings/landscape features found on property, substitute 
 Building Complex Form if preferred; See Instructions, page 18] 
 Boundaries [explain how/why boundaries chosen, such as historic legal parcel, visual natural features such as tree lines,  

  alley separating modern construction, etc.] 
 Integrity [summarize changes to the property and assess how the changes impact its ability to convey significance 

  
 

 The building referred to as Hershey Mill is located on a 1.3-acre tax parcel at 1034 Hershey Mill Road 
in East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania. The Universal Parcel Identifier (UPI) is 53-2J-96 
and the property is owned by Karen and Neil DeRiemer at mailing address 1034 Hershey Mill Road, 
Westchester, Pennsylvania 19380.  
 
 Hershey Mill was constructed in the late eighteenth century as a gristmill and was part of a mill-and-
farm complex that historically encompassed 115 acres and included agricultural and domestic outbuildings, 
as well as a saw mill. The saw and gristmills were powered by the waters of what is now called Hershey 
Mill Pond, a reservoir impounded by a masonry dam. Remaining buildings and landscape features 
associated with the Hershey Mill complex include a modern mill dam, the bed of the millpond, a scour 
pond, drainage channels, a miller’s house, the remains of what was likely a blacksmith shop, and a 
twentieth-century frame barn (Photographs 1 and 2). The bed of the millpond and the milldam are located 
within parcel 53-2J-130.1, which is adjacent to the north of the tax parcel on which Hershey Mill lies and is 
owned by East Goshen Township. The scour pond and drainage channels are part of the Hershey Mill tax 
parcel. The former miller’s house is located approximately 70 feet west-southwest of the mill building, and 
the former blacksmith shop is 106 feet to its northwest. Both structures are located to the west of Hershey 
Mill Road on tax parcel 53-2J-36. The twentieth-century frame barn is 285 feet northwest of the miller’s 
house on tax parcel 53-2J-37.  
 
Hershey Mill 
 
 Hershey Mill is a two-and-one-half-story, gable-roofed, rubble masonry structure measuring 
approximately 30 feet by 42 feet with a partially exposed basement level on all but its northwestern side 
wall where the ground slopes upward to Hershey Mill Road. The building was constructed as a gristmill by 
Benjamin Rees between 1798 and 1799 on his mill-and-farm complex, but was converted into a residence 
by 1981 (Dees 1981:n.p.). While operational, the mill was powered by an impounded reservoir located to its 
north. The reservoir and dam will be discussed in a later section of the report.  
 
 Historic photographs that appear to be taken in the late nineteenth century document the mill’s 
appearance prior to its conversion into a residence (Photographs 3 and 4). Both northeastern and 
southwestern gable ends of the rubble masonry structure were two bays wide. On the southwestern end wall, 
a windlass hoist continuing from the peak of the gable roof would have lifted sacks of grain to a frame door 
opening visible in the western bay of the first floor or a similar doorway centered within the gable, above 
the windows on the second floor (Photograph 3). Six-over-six divided light sash windows occupy the bay to 
the east of the doorway on the first floor and both bays of the second floor. Another small opening is 
centered above the doorway. The exposed basement level on the southwestern end wall is not visible in 
these photographs. 
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Physical Description and Integrity (continued): 
 
 On the northeastern gable end wall, the mill was two bays wide on its first floor and within its framed 
gable end while the second floor level contained no fenestration (Photograph 4). Bays on both levels 
contained six-over-six sash windows in wooden frames. At the center of the basement level was a small 
ground-level opening, with a masonry addition projecting from the mill building against its eastern edge. 
The addition was gable-roofed and served an unknown purpose. Fenestration on the first floor of the 
northwestern side wall was irregular. At the center of the elevation was a single wooden doorway. 
Immediately to its north was a smaller framed opening, possibly intended for moving sacks of grain in and 
out of the building. A window opening was further to the north, centered in the masonry of the wall. A 
doorway with a window opening to each side was located on the second floor, offset slightly to the north of 
the bays on the first floor. No historic photographs of the southeastern elevation were located.  
 
 While it was in operation, water wheels or turbines within the wheelhouse in the northeastern gable end 
of the building were powered by a head race conducted southward from the impounded millpond. The head 
race entered the mill at the northern end of its northwestern side wall. After the current flowed through a 
water wheel that powered the mill’s machinery, it formed a tail race that exited the building through an 
arched opening at the northern end of the southeastern elevation and was then channeled southward beneath 
Greenhill Road. Remains of this system are visible on the interior of the structure. A 12-inch pipe that 
accommodated the head race is located in the masonry of the wheelhouse’s northwestern wall (Photograph 
5). The installation date of the pipe is uncertain, but it may have replaced an earlier opening into which a 
flume or sluice emptied. It is possible that the pipe was installed in the 1880s when Enoch Hershey was 
recorded as having been repairing and improving the mill (Daily Local News 1881:n.p.; 1883:n.p.). Historic 
maps show both an above-ground head-race and tail race prior to 1897, at which point only a tail race is 
visible which would seem to confirm this chronology (Bridgens and Witmer 1873; Kirk 1883; Kiser, 
Barthel, and Ogier 1897). The arched opening for the tail race appears to be original to the building and its 
position consistent with the tail race depicted on historic maps (Photograph 7). The small opening visible at 
center of the northeastern elevation on the mill’s exterior opens into the interior of the mill. The lintel of the 
opening carries through the masonry of the exterior to that on the interior and can be presumed to be part of 
the original design although its function is unknown (Photograph 8).  
 
 In its conversion to a residence, the mill underwent significant changes. On its southwestern end wall, 
the first floor doorway previously used to load grain became a pedestrian doorway and, consequently, a set 
of masonry steps were constructed against the exposed basement level (Photograph 8). Since the historic 
photographs of the mill were taken, an additional window opening was cut into the masonry of the wall 
immediately to the west of the doorway. The basement level of the mill was not visible in the historic 
photographs; however, extensive concrete patching around a window opening located to the east of the stair 
case indicates that it is not part of the building’s original fenestration (Photograph 9). 
 
 On the first and second stories of the northeastern end wall, a large vertical swath of masonry was 
removed and framed out (Photograph 10). Two sets of large modern window openings—one on each 
floor—were installed within the framed area. Between the existing windows within the framed gable, a set 
of three large modern window openings have been added. The masonry extension visible in the historic 
photographs has been removed, leaving only a portion of its foundation and its northeastern gable end wall, 
although the small ground-level opening remains.  
 
 An addition was constructed against the southern half of the northwestern side wall prior to 1981, likely 
in the process of the mill’s conversion to a residence (Dees 1981:n.p.). The addition is covered in foliage 
and is not easily visible (Photograph 11). The northern half of the elevation has been little altered with the 
exception of a shallow wooden balcony constructed in front of the second-story door opening (Photograph 
12).  
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Physical Description and Integrity (continued): 
 
 The southeastern elevation contains doors and windows that are consistent with historic photographs of 
other elevations and thus does not appear to have been significantly altered (Photographs 9 and 13). A single 
wooden framed doorway is situated near the southern end of the wall, within the exposed basement level. A 
slightly higher window opening is located to the north in close proximity to the doorway. Further north, near 
the northeastern corner, the sunken arched opening through which the tail race flowed remains visible and 
empties into a mostly dewatered channel (Photograph 14). Window openings within the three bays of the 
first story are evenly spaced across approximately the southern three quarters of the wall, leaving the 
northern quarter with no fenestration. The three window openings on the second story are evenly spaced 
across the entire width of the elevation. 
 
 Atop the building, the roof has been replaced and dormers added. Two dormers are now located to the 
southeast of the roof peak and one dormer is located to the northwest of the roof peak. Brick chimneys have 
been constructed at the northeastern and northwestern corners of the roof (Photographs 10 and 13).  
 
 The interior of Hershey Mill has also been altered, although sensitively. In converting the mill from an 
industrial building to a residence, the interior working spaces were partitioned by means of wooden paneling 
and drywall. The head race and tail race openings have been retained as decorative elements as have some 
select original pieces of timber. Interior masonry walls of the mill have been left exposed in some areas 
(Photographs 15 and 16). Neither the 16-foot wheel, nor subsequent recorded wheels, which include a four-
foot undershot wheel recorded in 1880, a water turbine installed in 1883, or an overshot wheel installed in 
1912, remains (United States Bureau of the Census 1880a; Daily Local News 1883:n.p., 1912f:n.p).  
 
Milldam and Millpond 
 
 A milldam and millpond, commonly referred to as Hershey Mill Dam and Hershey Mill Pond, are 
located to the north and east of the mill building (Photographs 17-22). The mill pond was created between 
1774 and 1775 by Thomas Rees who owned what was, at that time, a 115-acre farm, in order to power an 
earlier gristmill and sawmill which are no longer extant. To create the millpond, Rees impounded the waters 
of two unnamed tributaries of Ridley Creek at a point where they came together on his property, referred to 
in an 1802 deed as a “fork” (Chester County Deed Book W2:167). The resulting V-shaped millpond is 
depicted in an 1847 Painter and Bowen map, and remained relatively unchanged through 2010 (Painter and 
Bowen 1847; Google Earth 2010). Both historic maps and modern aerials show two streams emptying into 
the V-shaped reservoir at or near the two projecting points that form the pond’s northwestern extremities.  
 
 A milldam that impounds the waters of the two creeks to create the reservoir is visible in historic maps 
and modern aerials as a straight, horizontal line at the southeastern end of the millpond, the flattened base of 
the V shape. A 1904 photograph of the dam on the site shows the “immense hole” that appeared in the 
masonry retaining wall after a heavy storm (Photograph 23). The hole was further widened by swift 
currents, requiring a three-month closure of the mill while the dam was rebuilt (Daily Local News 1904a: 
n.p., 1904b:n.p.). The same newspaper article lists the dam’s height as 16 feet.  
 
 The dam that was reconstructed in 1904 was destroyed in 1972 when Hurricane Agnes caused the dam 
to fail, necessitating the construction of the current earthen embankment dam (Photograph 24) (East Goshen 
Township 2016:n.p.). The dam’s reconstructed retaining wall has a masonry core and is covered in rock-
facing to mimic the appearance of its predecessors (Photographs 25-28). The dam is approximately 350 feet 
long and stands approximately 14 feet high at its breast, or 2 feet shorter than the early twentieth-century 
dam (Photographs 17, 19, and 20) (Pennoni Associates Inc. 2016). Approximately 25 feet from the dam’s 
western edge, a pair of training walls directed the waters of the reservoir through a 10-foot-wide slab 
spillway that emptied into a 3,200-square foot scour pond at the base of the dam (Photograph 21). No water  
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Physical Description and Integrity (continued): 
 
currently passes through the spillway. The reservoir was dewatered in 2011 due to fears of dam failure in 
the event of a 100-year storm and is now filled with vegetation, though its outline remains visible in aerial 
imagery (Photograph 18) (East Goshen Township 2016:n.p.; Google Earth 2016). 
 
 The main stream channel meanders southward from the scour pond at the base of the retaining wall for 
approximately 130 feet before passing through a pair of stone arch culverts that carry the water beneath 
Greenhill Road (Photographs 29 and 30). A parallel secondary channel that formerly carried the tail race 
southward and under Greenhill Road remains extant, although it now carries water from the scour pond that 
is fed into it by an intake structure to the northeast (Photographs 14 and 19). Two such parallel drainage 
channels are visible on historic maps flowing southward below Greenhill Road and converging just south of 
the roadway. The pair of arched culverts that carry the stream below Greenhill Road are made of concrete 
and appear to be of mid- or late twentieth-century construction (Photograph 30). 
 
Carriage House  
 
 A one-story carriage house is located on the same tax parcel as Hershey Mill, approximately 1,900 feet 
southeast of the mill building, at the northeastern corner of Greenhill Road and Hershey Mill Road. The 
carriage house was constructed between 1975 and 1980 and is faced with polygonal ashlar masonry taken 
from a demolished barn formerly located on the south side of Greenhill Road (Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission 1975, 1980) (Neil B. DeRiemer, pers. com., March 2, 2017).  
 
 The carriage house measures approximately 45 feet by 20 feet, with its southeastern side wall abutting 
the pavement of Greenhill Road (Photograph 31). The carriage house is divided into three sections of equal 
width—two roughly square-shaped stone cubes on the outer sides and a central open breezeway between, 
which allows access from Greenhill Road to the cobbled area that lies to the south of Hershey Mill. Double 
doors on the northeastern side wall are composed of wooden planks arranged in a chevron pattern and hung 
on iron strap hinges (Photograph 32). Within the stone to the east of the breezeway, are two pairs of double 
doors. Immediately to the west of the breezeway is a single door with a double door to its west. The 
structure lacks other fenestration and is topped with a moderately-pitched hipped roof of wooden shingles.  
 
Miller’s House 
 
 A masonry dwelling was constructed in 1822 as a miller’s house by Isaac Rees, son of the builder of the 
mill building (Photographs 33 and 34). The dwelling has undergone extensive historic and modern 
alterations. Shortly after its construction, in an ad publicizing the 1824 sale of the property, the house is 
described as “a new stone dwelling 30 by 17 feet, with a kitchen, 20 by 18 feet, with a well and pump at the 
door” (Village Record 1824:n.p). The house does not appear to have been substantially changed in 1897 
when it is shown as an L-shaped masonry structure—a main house with a slightly more narrow wing on its 
gable end wall that was likely the kitchen described in 1824 (Kiser, Barthel, and Ogier 1897). This 
corresponds with what is today the two-and-one-half masonry dwelling, and the smaller two-story addition 
against its northern gable end wall. 
 
 Later alterations to the house were recorded in local newspapers. Enoch Hershey put slate on the 
house’s Mansard roof and constructed a portico (Daily Local News 1893:n.p.) In 1912, then-owner Wiley 
Vilas conducted an extensive remodeling which involved the removal of the Mansard roof and its 
replacement with a hipped roof, as well as the addition of a servant’s wing and other interior and exterior 
changes (Daily Local News 1912a:n.p, 1912b:n.p.)  
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Physical Description and Integrity (continued): 
 
 Between 1951 and 1959, a small breezeway was constructed against the northern gable end wall of the 
kitchen in order to connect it with the one-story front-gabled double garage that was added at the same time 
(USGS 1951; Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 1959). A two-and-one-half story addition to 
the southern gable end wall of the house was added between 2001 and 2004 (Google Earth 2001, 2004). 
Other changes to the house include the removal of the portico constructed in 1893, the replacement of the 
hipped roof installed in 1912 with a gable roof, and the addition of polygonal ashlar masonry facing over the 
house’s original masonry.  
 
Blacksmith Shop 
 
 The remains of what is likely the blacksmith shop historically associated with Hershey Mill is located at 
the western edge of the pavement of Hershey Mill Road, approximately 106 feet northwest of Hershey Mill 
(Photograph 35). The building was likely constructed between 1858 and 1877, based on advertisements for 
the sale of the Mill property which listed its various buildings (Village Record 1858; The Jeffersonian 
1877:n.p.). The first floor of the building is constructed of rubble masonry with two modern windows on the 
eastern elevation. A frame second story is a modern addition or reconstruction and contains three 
windows—a central horizontal single-pane window and two long rectangular eight-pane simulated divided 
light windows to each side. The remaining elevations of the structure are not visible from the public right-
of-way, but a hoist leading to a wooden door on the southern gable end’s second story is visible and appears 
to be constructed of modern lumber.  
 
Frame Barn 
 
 A frame barn, now converted to a residence, was constructed between 1912 and 1937 by Wylie Vilas or 
John Sullivan, who owned the property during that period (Photograph 36) (Lathrop and Ogier 1912; USDA 
1937). The barn is not publicly-accessible.  
 
Demolished Outbuildings 
 
 Numerous outbuildings listed in advertisements for the sale of Hershey Mill have been demolished. 
These include: an earlier gristmill and sawmill, a frame barn, a wagon house, a wood shed, and 
springhouses. 
  
Statement of Integrity 
 
 Hershey Mill retains its integrity of location, but has suffered a loss of integrity of its setting through 
the construction of sprawling mid-twentieth-century residential developments on the land associated with 
the farm and the drainage of the millpond in 2011. The materials, design, and workmanship of the mill 
building have been diminished by the removal of the projecting wing against the northeastern end wall and 
the water wheels, turbines, and mill machinery which the mill was built to house. The addition of chimneys 
and dormers at the roofline, the addition of unsympathetic modern windows and a frame living area have 
also adversely affected the mill’s integrity in these respects. Modern changes to the mill building have made 
the structure appear more residential than industrial and have adversely affected its feeling and association 
as an eighteenth-century mill. The dam has been replaced, mostly recently in 1972, and has no integrity of 
materials, workmanship, or design. The dewatering of the reservoir in 2011 made the dam obsolete and 
diminished its feeling and association as a structure that was erected to impound a reservoir. Changes to the 
dam and reservoir have had the effect of further adversely impacting integrity of feeling and association of 
the mill building, which relies on its relationship to a body of water to convey its identity. The historically 
associated miller’s house and blacksmith shop have been physically altered as well and no longer retain 
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their integrity of their nineteenth-century design, materials, or workmanship. Barrier plantings and fencing 
placed along the border of the tax parcel on which these buildings are located stand between them and the 
mill building and make them appear unrelated, diminishing their integrity of feeling and association as mill-
related structures.  
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History and Significance (Item 39) 
Provide an overview of the history of the property and its various resources. Do not substitute deeds, chapters from local history 
books, or newspaper articles. See page 14 of the Instructions for detailed directions. Continue on additional sheets as needed. 
Suggested outline for organizing this section:  

 History [Summarize the evolution of the property from origin to present] 
 Significance [Explain why the property is important] 
 Context and Comparisons [Describe briefly similar properties in the area, and explain how this property compares] 

 
  

 
 An analysis of tax assessment, deed, census, and prothonotary records—viewed in light of early-
nineteenth-century newspaper advertisements—points to a conclusion that the three-story stone structure at 
1034 Hershey Mill Road, known from 1877 onward as “Hershey Mill,” was built in 1798 for the use of 
brothers Benjamin and Joseph Rees. The latter died in July 1798 from a head injury suffered in a fall from 
scaffolding, possibly in the course of constructing the mill. That three-story stone structure housed at least 
the second gristmill on the mill seat, and it was constructed on a site immediately south of a frame sawmill 
(no longer extant) operated by members of the Rees family several years prior to 1798. The original 
milldam and millpond immediately north of the Rees mills appear to have been created in 1774-1775 by the 
Rees brothers’ father, Thomas Rees, during his establishment of the original gristmill on the site, which was 
then located in the southwestern corner of a Goshen Township farm containing 115 acres. 
 
 Those 115 acres had been part of a 164-acre plantation conveyed in December 1756 by Quaker farmers 
Isaac and Mary (Evans) Rees to their 30-year-old son Thomas, married to Esther Trotter (Chester County 
Deed Book 83:357; Anonymous 2017a:n.p.). The property was bounded on the east by present-day N. 
Chester Road, extended westward to a boundary just west of present-day Hershey Mill Road, and was 
divided into northern and southern halves by present-day Greenhill Road (of those roads, only N. Chester 
Road may have existed in 1756). The West Branch of Ridley Creek flowed southward through the western 
edge of the Rees plantation, being joined by a short southwestward-flowing tributary immediately north of 
the future site of the Rees mill. That confluence would be described in an 1802 deed as a “fork” in the creek, 
impounded into a V-shaped mill pond (Chester County Deed Book W2:167). As consistently reflected on 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century maps, the farmstead on Thomas and Esther Rees’ plantation was located a 
half-mile northeast of the future mill site, accessed by a lane extending westward from N. Chester Road. 
 
 Unaccountably, Thomas Rees was taxed for his ownership of only 115 acres in Goshen Township from 
1766 through 1775 (Egle 1879a:n.p; 1897b:n.p.; Chester County 2017:n.p.). While several owners of 
gristmills, sawmills, and fulling mills in Goshen Township were identified in assessments recorded from 
1767 through 1774, Thomas Rees was not among them. It was not until a 1775 assessment that his taxable 
property was recorded as including a “Mill,” and his assessment jumped accordingly, from the previous 
year’s 8 shillings, 2 pence to 13 shillings, 6 pence. Those data strongly suggest that Thomas Rees erected a 
mill on his farm in 1774 or early 1775. The size, composition, and location of the mill building have not 
been ascertained. As noted above, the only water power available for such a mill on the Rees plantation was 
located on the West Branch of Ridley Creek near the farm’s western edge, on or near the future site of 
Hershey Mill. Thomas Rees’ original mill would be identified as a gristmill in a 1781 tax assessment (Egle 
1897b:370, 372). 
 
 It is possible that Thomas Rees’ gristmill did not operate during the early years of the American 
Revolution. No such mill was mentioned in accounts of events associated with the “Battle of the Clouds,” a 
skirmish between British First Light Infantry and Pennsylvania Militia that occurred in the vicinity on 
September 16, 1777. A Chester County historian would recount that “the point where the skirmishing took 
place was on the high ground about one mile and a half north of Goshen [Friends] Meeting-house, and a half 
a mile or more a little west of south of the old ‘Three Tuns’ tavern, on the property then of Thomas Rees, 
now belonging to the heirs of John Parry, deceased, in the northeastern part of East Goshen township. 
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Twelve American soldiers were killed in the conflict and buried there. A few were also wounded, and some 
prisoners were taken by the British” (Futhey and Cope 1881:257). No evidence of a Rees mill or a road 
leading to the mill was discovered in the course of “Detailed Historical Research” conducted recently for a 
Battle of the Clouds Technical Report. The pertinent “Battle of the Clouds Consultant Questions” and 
responses were published in a Report appendix as follows:  
 

Question 10, Phase 2: 
a) Was there any action near Hershey’s Mill Dam at the intersection of Hershey Mill Road and 
Greenhill Road? 
Answer: The question cannot be answered conclusively since our research could not locate a 
single firm and reliable primary source that contained evidence of any military action on 16 
September 1777 near Hershey’s Mill Dam at the intersection of Hershey Mill Road and 
Greenhill Road. 
 
b) Was Hershey’s Mill Road in use at the time? 
Answer: The question cannot be answered conclusively since our research could not locate a 
single firm and reliable primary source that contained evidence of the existence of Hershey Mill 
Road on 16 September 1777, though it may have existed as a farm lane. 
 
How we arrived at our answers: Our answer [sic] is based on an in-depth reading and analysis of 
all known and available American and British sources that might contain information on the 
movements of Continental Army as well as Crown forces on the afternoon of 16 September 
1777 (Catts, Selig, and McGuire 2013:1). 

 
 In a 1781 “Return of Taxables” for Goshen Township, Thomas Rees was assessed on his ownership of 
164 acres, and his eldest son, Isaac, was assessed as a “freeman” operating a gristmill (“freemen” were 
landless bachelors at least 21 years of age) (Egle 1897b:370, 372). Born in 1758 and named for his 
grandfather, Isaac Rees had turned 21 in 1779, and was taxed as a freeman in Goshen Township for the first 
time that year (Anonymous 2017a:n.p.; Egle 1897b:194). He married Esther Matson shortly after 1781, and 
that union produced eight children: Eli, Thomas, Isaac Jr., Esther, Ann, Elizabeth, Hannah, and Sarah 
(Reese 1988:n.p.). Census schedules compiled in 1790 indicate that Isaac and Esther were then living with 
their children in a dwelling beside or near the Thomas and Esther Rees residence in Goshen Township 
(United States Bureau of the Census 1790). The likeliest possibility is that Isaac’s family occupied a house 
closer to the Rees gristmill than the main Rees farmstead. 
 
 A Rees family historian has asserted that Thomas and Esther Rees acquired land in neighboring 
Brandywine Township in 1795, then moved to that new property with son Isaac and his family, leaving the 
Rees farm in Goshen Township to the occupancy of younger sons Benjamin, Joseph, and Jesse (Reese 
1988:n.p.; Anonymous 2017a:n.p.). Tax records suggest that Thomas Rees’ relocation to Brandywine 
Township did not happen until early 1798, as he continued to be assessed in Goshen Township through the 
beginning of that year as the resident owner of more than 100 acres, a log home and barn, and a sawmill. 
The Rees gristmill was included in Isaac’s taxable property through early 1796, when its $200 valuation was 
noted in tax assessment ledgers. It ceased operations later in 1796 or early 1797, as reflected in a 1797 
assessment ledger through the crossing out of Thomas Rees’ gristmill entry, which had been carried over 
from the 1796 assessment. The reason for that cessation has not been ascertained. It is possible that the 
original frame gristmill had been damaged or destroyed, though the neighboring frame sawmill continued to 
operate. Perhaps the gristmill was razed or removed to make room for construction of a larger, stone-walled 
mill, to be operated by one or more of the remaining Rees sons. Thomas and Esther Rees’ 30-year-old son 
Benjamin was identified in 1796 Goshen Township tax assessment records as a freeman operating a mill 



  

03/08  PA Historic Resource Survey Form      14 

 

Key #   

ER# 2017-0418-029 
 
History and Significance (continued): 
 
owned by his father. Benjamin’s bachelor brother Joseph was identified in 1798 tax assessment records as 
the operator of his father’s sawmill. Benjamin and Joseph’s brother Jesse was identified in 1799 as a 
wheelwright and the occupant of the remainder of the Rees plantation. It thus appears that an arrangement 
was in place by the close of 1797 involving the relocation of Thomas and Esther Rees with son Isaac and his 
family to Brandywine Township, Jesse Rees’ sole occupation of the Rees farmstead, and Benjamin and 
Joseph’s continuance on the Rees mill seat, with Joseph serving as resident sawyer, while helping his 
brother Benjamin erect a three-story stone gristmill on the site of the original frame gristmill.  
 
 Such a scenario is consistent with records compiled over the course of the next few years, the first of 
which was an oral will dictated by Joseph Rees “on the night of July 8,” 1798. Joseph was then “lying 
dangerously ill” in the house he shared with Benjamin’s family, having recently “received a bruise by a fall 
from a scaffold.” He summoned his sister Dinah Willets and Dinah’s daughter Sarah to witness his 
“nuncupative will.” In a few brief statements Joseph bequeathed his male colt to Sarah, and the “remainder 
of his estate to his brother Benjamin.” He died soon afterwards. Dinah and Sarah traveled into West Chester 
on July 31 to appear before the Chester County Recorder of Wills and testify to witnessing Joseph’s oral 
will (Chester County Will Book K10:51). 
 
 With Joseph out of the picture, Benjamin Rees managed to complete his gristmill later in 1798 or early 
in 1799, probably with financial assistance from his non-resident (but relatively wealthy) father Thomas. In 
tax assessment records compiled in March 1799, Benjamin’s taxable property comprised a gristmill valued 
at $1,000 (five times the value of the previous frame gristmill), a sawmill worth $400, 15 acres with a log 
house ($300), two horses, and one cow. As will be noted in greater detail below, a November 1824 
newspaper advertisement would describe the gristmill then standing on the Rees mill site as being three 
stories tall, with a footprint measuring 42 by 30 feet—dimensions matching those of the present residence at 
1034 (Village Record 1824:n.p.). Benjamin’s brother Jesse was held taxable in 1799 for 130 acres with a log 
house and barn, as well as two horses and four cows.  
 
 On census schedules compiled in 1800, Benjamin Rees was enumerated with his wife Hannah and four 
other family members (including two young girls) in a house in the vicinity of the gristmill-sawmill 
complex. Jesse Rees was enumerated with his wife and children in a neighboring house, also on the Rees 
farm. The owner of the farm and its mills—Thomas Rees—resided in Brandywine Township with his wife 
and the family of his son Isaac (United States Bureau of the Census 1800). Tax records indicate that Isaac 
was already operating a sawmill for his father in their new home. 
 
 Further evidence that Benjamin Rees had recently expanded his milling capacity is presented in an 
indenture of lease dated April 15, 1802 by which Benjamin purchased from his neighbor to the north, farmer 
Isaac Lapp, “the full free and uninterrupted Benefit Liberty and Privilege of one foot of water to be raised 
upon the head of the present Mill Dam in East Goshen Township belonging to Thomas Rees, father of the 
said Benjamin Rees.” Presumably the “one foot of water” would be impounded through the raising of the 
dam breast. The increased water level would be measured with reference to “a certain hole or Incision of an 
Inch or thereabouts in each on the south side of a rock standing in the point of the fork of the said Mill Dam, 
. . . which hole or incision is to be considered and understood as the standing evidential mark for the level of 
the said Water.” Benjamin paid Isaac Lapp $100 for the right to further inundate the Lapp’s land upstream 
(Chester County Deed Book W2:167). 
 
 Benjamin Rees paid the taxes due on his father Thomas’ mill property in Goshen Township from 1799 
through 1806. The gristmill was valued at $1,000 in 1799 and 1800, then $1,200 from 1801 through 1806. 
The sawmill was variously valued between $200 and $300 from 1799 through 1806. The residence of 
Benjamin and his family was described in an 1802 tax assessment as a “Log Home” valued at a modest 
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$100. For tax purposes, the parcel occupied by the gristmill, sawmill, mill pond, and the log miller’s house 
was adjudged to cover 15 acres. When 80-year-old Thomas Rees sat down to prepare his final will and 
testament toward the end of that era, however, he expanded the mill parcel by about one-third. In the 
document completed on December 20, 1806 he described the mill property as “the place whereon my son 
Benjamin now lives, being 23 acres, 95 perches” (23.59 acres) (Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. 1807:n.p.; 
Anonymous 2017a:n.p.). Thomas died a week after composing his will (December 27, 1806), and the 23.59-
acre mill parcel became vested in Benjamin (Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. 1807:n.p.; Chester County Deed 
Book C3:471). 
 
 Benjamin Rees owned the mill property just over two years. Early in 1809 he either decided to, or was 
forced to, liquidate his milling operation. By a deed dated March 28, 1809, he and wife Hannah conveyed it 
to Benjamin’s brother Isaac, still living in Brandywine Township. Isaac paid $7,200 for the property, which 
was described in the deed as a 23.59-acre “Messuage, tenement, and tract of land with a water corn mill or 
Grist Mill and Sawmill thereon erected” (Chester County Deed Book C3:471). The metes and bounds 
description in this deed—the earliest deed delineating the mill parcel—indicated that most of the parcel lay 
on the north side of present Greenhill Road, which may have existed in some form in 1809, as a couple of 
the described legs followed the present road’s alignment. The parcel’s northern boundary was V-shaped (as 
it would remain for more than a century), a design that allowed the parcel to embrace the “forked” mill pond 
(as described in the April 15, 1802 indenture of lease), along with generous swaths of the pond’s wooded 
banks. The mill parcel’s western boundary lay approximately 220 feet west of Ridley Creek’s West Branch, 
by which measure the parcel included a quarter-mile of present Hershey Mill Road north of its Greenhill 
Road intersection, as well as approximately 10 acres on the west side of Hershey Mill Road, including the 
present residential property at 1050 Hershey Mill Road, the likely site of the miller’s residence in the early 
1800s. 
 
 Isaac Rees appears to have acquired the Goshen mill property for the use of his eldest son, Eli. Twenty-
six years old, and married since July 1806 to Elizabeth McCullough, Eli had been working as a sawyer in 
Isaac’s Brandywine Township sawmill (Reese 1988:n.p.; Chester County 2017:n.p.). He moved his wife and 
first child to the Rees mill property in Goshen soon after its conveyance to his father in the spring of 1809. 
He may have concentrated on sawmilling initially, as that was his recent occupation, and his gristmilling 
uncle Benjamin continued to live nearby for a year or so (United States Bureau of the Census 1810). But 
Benjamin moved away in 1811, and Eli’s unassisted proprietorship of the mills got off to a rocky start, as 
may be surmised by his father’s attempt to sell the mills on “23 acres in Goshen Township” in the fall of 
1811 (as advertised in a local newspaper; Chester and Delaware Federalist 1811:4). The attempt proved 
unsuccessful, and Eli remained in residence. It would be reported in a biographical sketch that he and 
“Elizabeth had two healthy children, Maryann, born Sept. 13th, 1807, and Isaac, named after Ely’s [sic] 
father, born June 9th, 1810. Next, while living at the Mill in Goshen, Elizabeth gave birth to little Eliza, born 
December 21, 1812. The baby died within a week” (Reese 1988:n.p.). Eli and Elizabeth’s subsequent 
struggles have been reported as follows: 

 
It is not known if it was Eliza’s death or some other long forgotten tragedy, but on May 4th, 
1813 the first of Ely Rees’s problems began. Along with his brother-in-laws [sic], James and 
John McCullough and his Uncle Jesse Rees, he was arrested for assaulting one Joseph Hoffman. 
Among the witnesses was Joseph Phillips, owner of the Three Turns [sic] Tavern. Since the 
owner of the Tavern was present and the Rees’s [sic] continued to be involved with the Three 
Turns Tavern, we may safely assume that the assault took place in the tavern. The reason for the 
fight is not known. It appears that Jesse Rees was released without charge and Ely was found 
“no vult. ult. pros.”(!), as it related to him. James and John McCullough were ordered 
committed until they paid fines and court costs. This all must have greatly angered Eli’s young 
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pregnant wife, Elizabeth, having both her husband and brothers involved in such a scandal 
(Reese 1988:n.p.). 

 
 Eli Rees’ arrest and detention likely factored into his father’s decision to put the mill property up for 
sale again. Isaac placed the following advertisement in local newspapers in October and early November 
1813:  
 

PUBLIC SALE, 
And will actually be sold, if a fair Price is offered. 
On the premises, on Saturday, the sixth of November next, a Plantation or Lot of Land, 
containing 23 acres, situated in the township of Goshen, county of Chester, and state of 
Pennsylvania, within one and a half miles of the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike road, and 
22 miles from Philadelphia, adjoining lands of Isaac Lapp, Jesse Rees, and Bartholomew 
Trenner. There is on the premises, a grist-mill and Burrs and pair of hulling stones, a single-
geared saw-mill and a machine for grinding plaister [sic], all in good repair, on the waters of 
Ridley creek,—a two-story dwelling-house, with a well of never-failing water near the door—
the arable land is in a good state of cultivation—about one-third is wood. A further description 
is deemed unnecessary.—Persons wishing to view the premises before day of sale, may apply to 
Eli Rees, occupying the same. 
 The terms to be made known at the time and place of sale, by Isaac Rees (Chester and 
Delaware Federalist 1813:n.p.). 

 
 Perhaps because “a fair Price” was not offered, or because Eli’s legal issues were resolved, Isaac Rees 
did not sell the mill property in the fall of 1813. Eli may have continued as resident miller there as many as 
six more years, while his wife gave birth to three more children: Eli Jr. (December 1814), Thomas (June 
1817), and Hannah (July 1819) (Reese 1988:n.p.). The mill was identified as “Rees’s” on a map of Chester 
County produced during the period 1816-1822 (Hindman 1822). Neither Greenhill Road nor were 
delineated on that map. 
 
 Eli Rees appears to have given up milling by August 1819, when he applied for a license to dispense 
spirits at the Three Tuns Tavern. His petition was ultimately denied, but he began dispensing spirits anyway, 
and was arrested again. This setback inspired him to pack up his family and migrate westward (Reese 
1988:n.p.). The following year (1820), Eli and Elizabeth were enumerated with their five children in 
Robinson Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania (United States Bureau of the Census 1820). 
 
 By the time the 1820 federal census was enumerated in recently-incorporated East Goshen Township, 
Isaac and Esther Rees had moved back from Brandywine Township with their youngest children and were 
settled in the frame miller’s house recently vacated by Eli and his family. Essentially retired at the age of 62, 
Isaac must have left the milling to one or both of his resident sons, Thomas and Isaac Jr. (United States 
Bureau of the Census 1820). The old miller’s house, valued at only $150 in 1821, proved inadequate for the 
10-person Rees household, prompting Isaac to oversee construction of a larger, stone residence the 
following year, along with a spacious frame barn. The improvements were reflected in tax assessment 
records, which noted Isaac Rees’ replacement of residential and farm “Buildings” valued at $250 in 1822 
with a “Mansion house” worth $400, and a “frame barn” worth $200, in 1823. His other taxable property 
during these years comprised 27 acres, a gristmill, a sawmill, and a couple of small outbuildings.  
 
 Isaac certainly had the cash to pay for such improvements up front. He had just sold an extensive 
plantation in Brandywine Township, but only after having his wife Esther—who held a stake in the real 
estate—confirmed as non compos mentis by an Act of the Pennsylvania Legislature in February 1819 
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(Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 1819:73). Esther’s increasingly erratic behavior culminated in October 
1822 when she “mysteriously disappeared.” As recounted by a family historian:  

 
Frantically searching for his wife, Isaac placed the following add [sic] in a local newspaper: “On 
the night of the fourth, my wife Hester [sic] Reese, being in a deranged state of mind, left her 
home, and has not since been heard of. She is a middle sized woman, has sandy hair mixed with 
gray. When she went she neither had Bonnet nor Hat. Any info contact Rees Mills at Goshen.” 
Possibly heartbroken from the loss of his wife, Isaac died several months later. 
 
The death of . . . Isaac, on May 21st, 1823 was a tragic event [coming] so soon after his [wife’s] 
disappearance. Isaac’s death also split up the family because at the time he did not have a Will 
and the courts were left to decide the outcome of his estate. Petty bickering ensued among the 
children (Reese 1988:n.p.). 
 

 By order of an Orphans’ Court, Chester County Sheriff Jesse Sharp held an inquest on September 17, 
1823 “at the late dwelling house of Isaac Rees, deceased, in the township of East Goshen, . . . for the 
purpose of making partition of the real estate of said deceased, to and among his heirs and representatives, if 
the same can be done without prejudice to, or spoiling the whole, otherwise to value and appraise the same 
according to law” (American Republican 1823:n.p.). In the course of that inquest, the mill parcel was 
determined to contain 29.74 acres, including roughly 6 acres on the south side of Greenhill Road’s 
alignment. That size was specified in advertisements for the impending “Public Sale” of Isaac Rees’ 
property, placed in local newspapers by Emmor Elton, the Court-appointed administrator of Rees’s, as 
follows: 
 

Will be sold on the premises on Saturday the 27th [of November, 1824,] at 1 o’clock, Valuable 
Mills and Land, late the property of Isaac Rees, of Eastgoshen [sic] township, Chester county, 
dec. situate in the township aforesaid, on the road leading from Goshen meeting house to the 
White Horse, on the old Lancaster road 21 miles from Philadelphia, and 5 miles from 
Westchester—this property contains 29 acres and 119 perches of land well improved and 
fenced. The Buildings are a Grist Mill three stories high, 42 by 30 feet, with two pair of burr 
stones and hulling machine; a Saw Mill in good repair—a new stone dwelling 30 by 17 feet, 
with a kitchen, 20 by 18 feet, with a well and pump at the door—a new frame Barn 46 by 20 
feet, a stone spring house, waggon house and wood house. 
This property being in a good neighborhood for business, in excellent repair, with a permanent 
stream of water, having a good fall, (and more obtainable) makes it an object well worth the 
attention of millers. 
Persons disposed to view the property will be shown it by applying to Eli Rees on the premises. 
 Attendance will be given and conditions made known on the day of sale by EMMOR 
ELTON, Adm’r. (Village Record 1824:n.p.).  
 

 Eli Rees had returned to East Goshen Township from the West upon receiving news of his father’s 
death. According to a family historian, Eli and “just about every [other] child of Isaac had petitioned the 
court for their share of his estate. Uncle Jesse Rees claimed at the time of [Isaac’s] death he could not find 
Ely, he being somewhere out of state. Ely was the oldest son, and was most likely to be named Executor and 
to inherit the majority of the family plantation. Arriving too late and without a will prepared by his father, 
he felt helpless to make claim to what he believed to be rightfully his. . . . When [Isaac’s estate] was all 
settled, they all received what the court considered was a fair share, but the bitterness continued. Eli had lost 
his plantation. He blamed his Uncle Jesse. . . . In the spring of 1830, [Eli] agreed to purchase land from, and 
to act as a land agent for, Samuel Webb of Philadelphia. Ely, for the last time, took his family of six sons, 
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two daughters and his son-in-law, John Gillespie on the road again, this time to Sylvania Township, Potter 
County, Pennsylvania. They brought all they needed to start a new life in this wilderness, including their 
own water powered saw mill” (Reese 1988:n.p.). 
 
 The November 1824 advertisement describing the Rees gristmill in East Goshen Township as three 
stories tall, with a footprint measuring 42 by 30 feet, is the earliest record discovered in the course of this 
survey of a structure with dimensions matching those of the present residence at 1034 (Village Record 
1824:n.p.). The description of the associated miller’s house (“new stone dwelling 30 by 17 feet, with a 
kitchen, 20 by 18 feet, with a well and pump at the door”) suggests that the original core of the stone 
residence now standing across from the former mill—at 1050 Hersheys Mill Road—dates to 1822-23. The 
“new frame Barn” described in the 1824 advertisement would be denoted on subsequent maps in a now-
vacant flat area approximately 180 feet northwest of the miller’s house. 
 
 At the auction of the Rees mill property held on November 27, 1824, the “highest and best” bid of 
$2,600 was proffered by 51-year-old Quaker farmer Joseph Garrett Jr., resident-owner of the Garrett 
homestead near the Goshen Friends Meetinghouse (Cope and Ashmead 1904:8). Garrett received a deed to 
the property on February 1, 1825 (Chester County Deed Book Y3:253). “By recent survey,” the tract was 
said to contain not 29.74 acres but 31.62 acres, comprising virtually all of the 23.59 acres that Isaac Rees 
had acquired from his brother Benjamin in April 1809, plus approximately 8 acres on the south side of 
Greenhill Road that Isaac had added to his holdings in the spring of 1814 (Chester County Deed Book 
L3:71). Joseph Garrett’s intention for, and subsequent use of, the expanded mill property has not been 
ascertained. He and his wife Margaret (née Lewis) held the property for only four years, then conveyed it to 
Delaware County resident James Ogden by a deed dated March 28, 1829 (Chester County Deed Book 
B4:228). A 7.18-acre parcel abutting the northwest side of the 31.62-acre mill tract was included in the 
conveyance, for which the consideration was $3,800. The two-piece mill tract would remain at 38.8 acres, 
“more or less,” for the next hundred years. 
 
 It was noted in the March 28, 1829 deed that James Ogden’s purpose in acquiring the mill property was 
“to permit Martha Longstreth, wife of David Longstreth, of Delaware county, miller, to lease and devise the 
same for any term of years not exceeding her natural life, and to collect, receive and take the rents and 
profits thereof for her own sole and separate use” (Chester County Deed Book B4:228). Martha Longstreth 
was a younger sister of James Ogden. She had been born in 1783, and James five years earlier, to Quakers 
John and Sarah (Crozer) Ogden, of Abington, Montgomery County. In May 1811, at the age of 28, Martha 
had married David Longstreth, a native of Hatboro Township, Montgomery County, in the Friends Meeting 
at Springfield, Delaware County. Her brother James’ acquisition of the Rees mill property in March 1829 
set the stage for Martha and David Longstreth to move with their two surviving children—James Ogden and 
Sarah Anna—into the miller’s house, 80 feet west of the gristmill, on the west side of (Dawson 1874:434-
435). The Longstreth household was enumerated in that location in 1830 (United States Bureau of the 
Census 1830). 
 
 The Longstreths occupied the mill property for nine years (1829-1838). Their intention to depart was 
signaled already in November 1836, when David Longstreth announced that a public sale of the property 
was scheduled for the following December 3. A newspaper advertisement of the impending auction read as 
follows: 
 

Grist and Saw Mills at Public Sale 
Will be sold at Public Sale, on Saturday the 3rd of December next, at 2 o’clock, P.M. on the 
premises of the subscriber, a Grist Mill and Saw Mill, together with a tract of land about 40 
Acres 
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Situate in the township of East Goshen, Chester county, bounded by Henry Hipple, Elijah 
Garrett and others; the buildings consist of a three-story stone Mill, with 2 pair of French burrs, 
hulling stones, &tc., 16 ft. water wheel, with about 20 ft. head and fall; Saw Mill, two story 
stone dwelling House with a kitchen attached, a pump-well of good Water and Spring houses.  
 
There is a reasonable proportion of Woodland. The above property is one and a half miles south 
of Penna. Rail road, 20 from Philadelphia, 4 from West Chester and one from the Boot [Inn]. 
Possession on the 1st of April. Conditions at sale. 
David Longstreth (American Republican 1836:n.p.). 

 
 A wheelhouse capable of accommodating a 16-foot water wheel is still extant in the lower level of the 
converted mill’s northern gable end. The top of the wheelhouse’s western wall is punctured by a pipe 
approximately 12 inches in diameter, through which water was conducted from a mixing box to the top of 
the water wheel, as reported by the property’s current owner (Neil B. DeRiemer, pers. com., March 2, 
2017). After falling from the wheel, water exited the wheelhouse via a still-extant stone archway at the base 
of the wheelhouse’s eastern wall, then flowed southward along the east side of the mill through a tail race 
that also still exists. The tail race presently passes under Greenhill Road by means of a single-arch culvert, 
approximately 20 feet west of a double-arch culvert conducting the West Branch of Ridley Creek beneath 
the roadway. 
 
 Unaccountably, the Longstreths continued to occupy the mill property another 16 months, and it was 
not conveyed to a new owner until April 3, 1838. By a deed of that date, Martha Longstreth and James 
Ogden conveyed the mill property to Isaac Zimmerman, of Whitpain Township, Montgomery County, in 
consideration of $4,300 (Chester County Deed Book P4:501). The 25-year-old Zimmerman promptly 
moved to East Goshen Township with his 22-year-old wife Susannah (née Supplee). The couple’s first 
child, Jacob W., was born there on May 27, 1840 (Anonymous 2017b:n.p.). The other two members of the 
Zimmerman household enumerated in the 1840 census (a girl under 5 years of age, and an adolescent girl) 
have not been identified (United States Bureau of the Census 1840). The Zimmermans only occupied the 
mill property for three years. By a deed dated April 5, 1841, Isaac and Susannah conveyed the property to 
merchant Jacob P. Reiff—their former neighbor in Whitpain Township—in consideration of $4,500 
(Chester County Deed Book T4:458). 
 
 Twenty-seven-year-old Jacob Pastorius Reiff was still a bachelor when he received a deed to the former 
Zimmerman mill property, but a month later (on May 4, 1841) he married 18-year-old Mary Harley, and the 
newlyweds moved into their new East Goshen Township home. They remained there a decade, during 
which time their first two children were born: Anna Mary, in March 1844; and Amanda Harley, in October 
1845 (Shoemaker 1903:244). While the neighboring gristmill, sawmill, and associated mill pond were 
denoted and collectively identified as “Reiff’s” on a Chester County map published in 1847 (Painter and 
Bowen 1847), Jacob relied on other men to run the mill during at least part of his tenure. When a census 
enumerator visited the Reiff residence in September 1850, Jacob identified himself as a farmer. His mill was 
apparently being operated at that time by 21-year-old Joseph Parry and 19-year-old Joseph Nields, a couple 
of millers who were enumerated in a household near the Reiffs’ (United States Bureau of the Census 
1850a). Jacob Reiff was then devoting his attention to his farm, with its 21 improved acres, 17 unimproved 
acres, one horse, three milk cows, four swine, and modest crops of wheat, Indian corn, oats, potatoes, hay, 
and hops (United States Bureau of the Census 1850b). 
 
 After a decade in residence, Jacob and Mary Reiff conveyed the 38-acre mill-farm to Kellum Rambo by 
a deed dated March 31, 1851, in consideration of $5,500 (Chester County Deed Book N5:402). The 33-year-
old Pennsylvania native had just moved to East Goshen Township from West Nantmeal Township, where he 
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had worked in a mill. Kellum was accompanied by his wife Alice Ann, infant daughter Clara, and possibly 
Alice Ann’s younger brother, Harris Trego, who had worked alongside Kellum in the West Nantmeal mill 
(United States Bureau of the Census 1850a, 1860). During the Rambos’ six-year stay at the former Reiff 
mill (1851-1857), Alice Ann gave birth to a son (Harris, ca. 1853) and another daughter (Evanna, ca. 1855) 
(United States Bureau of the Census 1860). Harris Trego may have continued to live with his sister’s family, 
as Alice Ann and Kellum conveyed to him a “moiety or half part” of the mill property on April 16, 1856. 
The arrangement proved brief, however, as Harris conveyed his half-share back to his brother-in-law a year 
later (April 24, 1857; recited in Chester County Deed Book D6:487). 
 
 Somehow, even before Kellum and Alice Ann Rambo regained full ownership of the mill farm, they 
conveyed it to 32-year-old East Goshen Township resident Albert Rogers on March 28, 1857, in 
consideration of $6,500 (Chester County Deed Book D6:487). Rogers had been farming in Willistown 
Township, Chester County, when the 1850 federal census was enumerated (United States Bureau of the 
Census 1850a). He may have continued to farm upon relocating to the former Rambo mill farm in 1857, but 
he likely spent at least some of his time milling, as he would be identified on census schedules compiled in 
June 1860 as a miller (United States Bureau of the Census 1860). He would no longer own and occupy the 
East Goshen mill farm by that time, however. In November 1858, after less than two years of residence, 
Albert Rogers announced through newspaper advertisements his interest in selling the property. One such 
advertisement read as follows:  
 

Farm and Mill in East Goshen 
At Private Sale 
The subscriber offers at private sale the Farm & Mill Property on which he now resides, known 
as Reece’s Mill, about one mile east of the Boot [Inn]. He will sell either the farm or the mill or 
both together, to suit purchasers. The farm contains 38¾ acres, with a sufficient quantity of 
WOODLAND, and is in a high state of cultivation. The improvements are a good STONE 
HOUSE, frame BARN, Spring House and necessary outbuildings, very handsomely located, 
with fine yard around the house. The MILL is a substantial stone building, with two run of 
burrs, and in complete repair, with a fine run of custom [milling patronage]. For further 
particulars apply to the subscriber, on the premises. 
ALBERT ROGERS (Village Record 1858:n.p.). 
 

 Rogers found a buyer in 47-year-old East Goshen Township native Forrester Hoopes, who had spent 
the previous decade as a tavern-keeper, first in Delaware County and more recently in western Philadelphia 
County (Anonymous 2017c:n.p.; Biddle and Biddle 1858:314; Daily Local News 1896:n.p.). Hoopes paid 
Rogers $6,600 for the mill farm, and took title to it by a deed dated March 31, 1859 (Chester County Deed 
Book K6:487). At or around that time, Hoopes moved into the miller’s house with his wife of a quarter-
century, Lydia Ann (née Beale), and their 24-year-old bachelor son William Beale. A teenager named Peter 
Brown was part of the Hoopes household when a census enumerator visited on July 14, 1860. Forrester 
Hoopes reported on that occasion that he was principally occupied with farming, while his son William 
served as the resident miller (United States Bureau of the Census 1860). On a map of Chester County 
published in that year (1860), the miller’s house was attributed to “F. Hoopes,” and two structures were 
denoted on the opposite (east) side of Hershey Mill Road, on a patch of ground north of Greenhill Road, 
west of the creek, and south of a V-shaped mill dam (i.e., in the location of the present 1034 residence). The 
northern structure was labeled “S. Mill” (sawmill), while the southern structure was labeled “G. Mill” 
(gristmill) (Kennedy 1860). 
 
 Forrester and Lydia Ann Hoopes owned and occupied the mill farm for 18 years (1859-1877). Their son 
William married Mary G. Kugler in the early 1860s, and remained the property’s resident miller through the 
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summer of 1863, but then moved southwestward to operate a mill in East Marlboro Township, Chester 
County (Reardon-Gaddis 2008:n.p.; United States Bureau of the Census 1870a). William’s immediate 
replacement, if any, has not been identified. Forrester Hoopes pressed on with his new farming career, 
adding approximately 31 cultivated acres to his holdings during the 1860s (United States Bureau of the 
Census 1870b). He was again identified as a farmer on East Goshen Township census schedules compiled in 
August 1870. The principal operator of the Hoopes mill that summer may have been 20-year-old next-door 
neighbor Wellington Pratt, as he was the only miller enumerated in the vicinity (United States Bureau of the 
Census 1870a). On a map of East Goshen Township published in 1873, the dwelling on the west side of 
Hershey Mill Road, north of Greenhill Road, was attributed to “F. Hoopes,” while a single structure on the 
opposite side of was identified as “Forrester Hoopes G. & S. Mill.” A race was depicted extending 
southward from the dam breast, passing directly beneath the mill, then continuing southward beneath 
Greenhill Road to a confluence with the creek about 400 feet south of Greenhill Road. An unlabeled 
structure was denoted on the south side of Greenhill Road, beside its intersection with Hershey Mill Road, 
within the bounds of Forrester Hoopes’ 38.8-acre mill-and-farm property (Bridgens and Witmer 1873). 
 
 Beset by financial problems possibly associated with their acquisition of an 80-acre farm adjoining the 
mill-and-farm property, Forrester and Lydia Hoopes voluntarily assigned all of their real and personal estate 
to a third party—retired miller Robert F. Hoopes, of West Chester—by a deed dated March 1, 1877, “in 
trust, to sell and dispose of the same for the benefit of [the Hoopes’] creditors” (Chester County 
Miscellaneous Deed Book 16:426). The assignee presented a petition to a Court of Common Pleas meeting 
the following September 10, “setting forth that the Hoopes personal estate was insufficient for the payment 
of their debts, and that their real estate was encumbered by liens to such an extent as to render it difficult to 
determine whether the same could be sold for enough to pay all of the liens against it, and praying said court 
to order and decree a sale of the real estate” (Chester County Deed Book B9:425). The Court so ordered, 
and Robert Hoopes announced his intention to hold a public auction of the Hoopes’ 80-acre farm and 
adjoining mill-and-farm property on October 18, 1877. The latter property was described in newspaper 
advertisements of the scheduled auction as follows: 
 

. . . At the same time will be sold the GRIST MILL and FARM OF THIRTY-ONE ACRES OF 
LAND more or less, which adjoin the first mentioned [80-acre] tract. The improvements are a 
three-story STONE GRIST MILL, 30x43 feet, running 2 pairs of burrs with all necessary 
machinery; the mill has a head and fall of 20 feet, a large pond near the mill dispensing with a 
head race. This mill has an excellent run of grist and retail trade. There is a Good STONE 
DWELLING HOUSE near the mill, 30x18 feet, with stone kitchen attached, pump near the 
door. FRAME BARN, spring house near dwelling, blacksmith shop, a good orchard of a great 
variety of fruits, small fruits in abundance, a reasonable amount of timber land. Any person 
desiring such properties as the above should give this sale their attendance and attention, as the 
sale will be positive. For further information call on or address Robert F. Hoopes, West Chester, 
or persons desiring to view the properties will call on Forrester Hoopes residing thereon. Sale to 
commence at 1 o’clock P.M. Conditions will be made known on day of sale by ROBERT F. 
HOOPES. 
A mortgage of $2,500 can lie in the mill property if desired. 
Wm. H. Sharpless, Auc. (The Jeffersonian 1877:n.p.). 
 

 At the October 18, 1877 auction of the 38.8-acre mill property, the winning bid of $5,410 was proffered 
by West Whiteland Township farmer Richard White. Assignee Robert Hoopes reported this to the Court of 
Common Pleas the following day, and the Court approved the sale. The formal conveyance of the property 
to White was effected by a deed dated March 30, 1878 (Chester County Deed Book B9:425). White’s plan 
for the property likely involved his 24-year-old daughter Rachel and her similarly-aged husband of several 
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years, Enoch P. Hershey (Mariano 2015a:n.p.; 2015b:n.p.). The Hersheys promptly moved into the miller’s 
house with their 20-month-old son Richard (Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. 2005:n.p.). They would make 
their home and earn their livelihoods there for the next 35 years (Chester County Deed Book Y13:321). 
 
 Enoch Hershey had been born in Lancaster County on July 9, 1853, to Benjamin and Sarah (Passmore) 
Hershey (Mariano 2015b:n.p). Orphaned before the age of 7, he had lived with relatives in Salisbury 
Township, eastern Lancaster County, for a while before migrating eastward into Chester County’s West 
Whiteland Township, where he apprenticed in the milling trade (United States Bureau of the Census 1860, 
1870a; Daily Local News 1941:n.p.). He married West Whiteland native Rachel White around 1874, and 
that union produced four children: Richard W. (born in July 1875), Charles F. (September 1881), Mary E. 
(May 1886), and Enoch P. Jr. (1892) (United States Bureau of the Census 1900; The Times 1895:3). The 
latter three were born in the stone house 80 feet southwest of Hershey Mill. 
 
 Enoch identified himself as a miller when a census enumerator visited the Hershey residence on June 
10, 1880. Most or all of the fieldwork on the small Hershey farm—comprising 30 tilled acres, 6 acres of 
permanent meadows, and 8 acres of woodland—was being performed by 21-year-old resident hired hand 
Windfield Farra (United States Bureau of the Census 1880b, 1880c). Enoch concentrated on running his 
father-in-law’s gristmill, which was one of four “Flouring and Grist Mills” enumerated in an August 1880 
census of East Goshen “manufactures.” Data recorded at time for the Hershey-operated mill comprised the 
following.  
 

Capital (Real Estate and Personal) Invested in the Business: $6,000 
Greatest number of hands employed at any one time during the year: 2 
Average number of hands employed: 1 male above 16 years 
Number of hours in the ordinary day of labor, May to November: 12 
Number of hours in the ordinary day of labor, November to May: 12 
Average day’s wages for a skilled mechanic: $1 
Average day’s wages for an ordinary laborer: $.75 
Total amount paid in wages during the year: $200 
Months in operation on full time: 12 
Months in operation on half time only: 0 
Number of months idle: 0 
Number of runs of stone: 2 
Capacity: 60 bushels per day 
Custom Work or only for market?: custom work 
Is there an elevator conducted: none 
Location: Ridley Creek  
Height of fall, in feet: 15 
Number of wheels: 1 
Kind of Wheel: overshot 
Breadth of wheel, in feet: 4 
Revolutions per minute: 35 
Horsepower: 15 
Number of bushels of wheat: 2,500 
Value of wheat: $3,125 
Number of bushels of other grain: 3,000 
Value of other grain: $1,500 
Value of mill supplies: $200 
Total value of all materials: $4,825 
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Number of barrels of wheat flour: 544 
Number of barrels of rye flour: 6 
Number of pounds of buckwheat flour: 1,000  
Number of pounds of barley meal: 0 
Number of pounds of corn meal: 60,945 
Number of pounds of feed: 141,890 
Total value of all products: $6,400 (United States Bureau of the Census 1880a). 

 
 Enoch Hershey and his father-in-law had less capital invested in their gristmill ($6,000) than had the 
owners of the other three gristmills enumerated in East Goshen Township ($10,000; $10,000; $7,000). 
Hershey Mill was also the only mill in the Township in which buckwheat flour (10,000 pounds) had been 
produced during the just-concluded year (United States Bureau of the Census 1880a). 
 
 Enoch Hershey made major repairs and improvements to Hershey Mill during the 1880s. A local 
newspaper reported on August 8, 1881 that “the shaft of the water wheel at Enoch Hershey Mill, in East 
Goshen township, broke on Saturday last. A new shaft will be put in as soon as possible, but it will 
necessitate the stoppage of the mill about six weeks” (Daily Local News 1881:n.p.). Two years later it was 
reported that “Enoch Hirshey [sic], of West Goshen [sic], has been making some improvements to his mill 
and to do this he has had to cease operation in his milling business. Among the improvements is the putting 
in of a master wheel. He expects to have his mill in operation again in a day or two” (Daily Local News 
1883:n.p.). On a map of East Goshen Township published around the time of the improvements (1883), the 
38-acre gristmill property encompassing the intersection of Hershey Mill and Greenhill Roads was 
attributed to Enoch’s father-in-law, Richard White (Kirk 1883). 
 
 Widower Richard White still owned Hershey Mill when he died intestate on March 28, 1892 (through 
an apparent misreading of his weathered tombstone in Coatesville’s Grove Methodist Church graveyard, 
some genealogists assert that he died exactly 10 years earlier; Oh 2009:n.p.). An Orphans’ Court eventually 
awarded the Hershey Mill property jointly to Rachel Hershey and her brother Franklin F. White, a resident 
of West Whiteland Township. By a deed dated June 18, 1892, and in consideration of $2,000, Franklin 
White and his wife Mary conveyed to Rachel Hershey their “one undivided one-half part of all that certain 
messuage, mill, and tract of land formerly described as two tracts situate in the township of East Goshen, . . . 
containing 38 acres, 3 roods, and 9 perches” (38.8 acres), excepting a half-acre parcel along the north side of 
Greenhill Road that Kellum Rambo had conveyed to the School District of East Goshen Township in March 
1854 for construction of the Maple Grove schoolhouse (Chester County Deed Book Y10:553). Perhaps 
utilizing funds received from his late father-in-law’s estate, Enoch Hershey “remodeled his house” in the 
summer of 1893 “by slating the Mansard roof and erecting a portico about the dwelling” (Daily Local News 
1893:n.p.).  
 
 Hershey Mill was visited by tragedy two years later, as recounted in the following newspaper article 
published on May 25, 1895: 
 

A dark cloud of sorrow is hovering over the hitherto happy home of Enoch P. Hershey, of East 
Goshen township and the members of the household are mourning the tragic death of their 
bright little three-year-old boy, Enoch P. Hershey, Jr. The little fellow met his fate in the cruel 
waters of his father’s mill-race, and the circumstances concerning the affair are exceedingly sad 
in character. 
THE SAD CIRCUMSTANCES. 
Mr. Hershey, who had been absent from home all week attending the session of the Grand 
Lodge of Odd Fellows in Philadelphia, returned yesterday afternoon, and, of course, 
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immediately inquired for his little boy. The mother informed him that Enoch was playing about 
the house somewhere, and when Mr. Hershey went out and called for him there was no 
response. A diligent search about the place failed to reveal the whereabouts of the lad, and the 
fond parents then became greatly alarmed. 
SAW HIS LITTLE STRAW HAT IN THE WATER 
 
Walking down by the mill-race, Mr. Hershey was startled to observe the little fellow’s straw hat 
floating upon the surface of the water, and almost heart-broken when he realized that his boy 
had been drowned. The body was observed lying at the bottom of the race, beneath about four 
feet of water and was hastily dragged out and carried to the house. There was no sign of life, yet 
Dr. Matlack of Malvern, was summoned, but it was found impossible to resuscitate the victim. 
TRIED TO WALK A LOG. 
The little fellow had been absent about an hour, and it is supposed that he had been in the water 
that long. At the point where he was found, a log spans the stream, and it is supposed that he 
attempted to walk across, and, losing his balance, fell in. His mother was whitewashing a fence 
within 50 yards of the race but heard no cries. The many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Hershey 
sympathize with them in their affliction (The Times 1895:n.p.). 

 
 Enoch and Rachel Hershey’s other three children were still living at home when the next federal census 
enumeration was conducted in June 1900. On that occasion, Enoch reported his occupation as “miller,” 
while his bachelor sons Richard (24) and Charles (18) were identified as “farm laborers” (United States 
Bureau of the Census 1900). The Hershey Mill farm still contained only 38.3 acres, as reflected on a 
recently published property atlas map, which attributed the “38 A[cre]” property to “E. Hershey” (Kiser, 
Barthel, and Ogier 1897). Hershey Mill was depicted on this map as a rectangular stone building standing so 
close to the milldam that there was no room for the depiction of a head race or flume. A short tail race was 
delineated extending southeastward from the mill back into the creek just below the mill. An L-shaped stone 
dwelling was depicted across from the mill (at present 1050), and a “half frame stable or barn” was denoted 
approximately 100 feet northwest of that dwelling. The fourth and final structure depicted on the Hershey 
Mill property was a frame “stable, barn or ice house” standing on the south side of Greenhill Road, a few 
feet east of its intersection with . 
 
 A flood on the West Branch of Ridley Creek early in 1904 “badly damaged the big Hershey dam, in 
East Goshen,” a local newspaper reported on February 23 of that year. “[The dam] is about sixteen feet in 
height,” the report continued, “and an immense hole was torn in it yesterday to the bottom. Since then the 
rush of water has widened the break and the dam is in a serious condition” (Daily Local News 1904a:n.p.). 
Enoch Hershey hired a local firm to rebuild the dam, and the repairs took several months to complete. A 
local newspaper reported on August 3, 1904 that “M. & T.E. Farrell have completed the breast of Enoch P. 
Hershey’s dam, East Goshen, and the mill can run, after a vacation of several months. The completion of the 
work is a satisfaction also to the boys of the neighborhood, who had no convenient place to swim during the 
early part of the season. As yet the dam is not filled with water, about three days for this being required” 
(Daily Local News 1904b:n.p.). 
 
 Enoch and Rachel Hershey owned Hershey Mill another seven years (through 1911), but Enoch may 
have done little or no milling after the reconstruction of the milldam. He identified himself as a 56-year-old 
general farmer on census schedules that he completed himself as East Goshen Township’s enumerator in 
April 1910. He didn’t identify any millers in his neighborhood on those schedules (United States Bureau of 
the Census 1910). Enoch may have had less time for milling as he gave more time to civic activities. 
Newspaper reports identified him as an East Goshen Township Supervisor in August 1905, and as a vice 



  

03/08  PA Historic Resource Survey Form      25 

 

Key #   

ER# 2017-0418-029 
 
History and Significance (continued): 
 
president of the Chester County School Directors’ Association in February 1906 (Daily Local News 
1905:n.p.; Philadelphia Inquirer 1906:3).  
 
 In the winter of 1911-1912, Enoch and Rachel Hershey decided to sell their East Goshen Township 
property and move to West Chester, where Enoch would take a job as health officer (Daily Local News 
1941:n.p.). With help from a real estate agent, they found a buyer for their farm-and-mill property in 46-
year-old Ohio native Wylie Haskell Vilas, then residing in Greenwich, Connecticut with his wife of six 
years, Mary B. Baker (Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. 2016:n.p.; United States Bureau of the Census 1910). 
A son of former Standard Oil Company General Auditor George H. Vilas (who had died in November 
1907), Wylie Vilas had just retired from a position as Commissioner for the American Iron and Steel 
Institute (New York Times 1907:7; Palm Beach Post 1939:6). He found the Hershey Mill property an 
excellent candidate for transformation into a “gentleman’s farm.” His acquisition of the property by a deed 
dated May 17, 1912 was reported in the Philadelphia Inquirer as follows (Chester County Deed Book 
Y13:321): 
 

Title Acquired to Hershey Mills 
Harbert & Claghorn have effected settlement for the farm and grist mill property at Frazer, 
known as Hershey Mills. The conveyance was made from Rachel S. Hershey to Wylie H. Vilas, 
at a consideration not disclosed. The place consists of 38 acres, with an old mill built and 
operated since 1792, and a residence house and stable. Charles Barton Keen is preparing plans 
for alterations and repairs amounting to about $10,000. The property is well known on the Main 
Line for its beautiful lake with surrounding hillside (Philadelphia Inquirer 1912:11). 

 
 A West Chester newspaper reported at the end of April 1912 that “Mr. Vilas will remodel the property, 
erect new buildings, and make it a handsome country place. The location is one of the most romantic in all 
that section, lying south of the Main Line. It is less than two miles from Frazer, and in the locality of 
country places” (Daily Local News 1912c:n.p.). More extensive reporting on Vilas’ local activities, the 
remodeling project (including improvements to the mill), and their sociological context was published in the 
same newspaper later that year as follows:  
  

[August 13, 1912:] Wiley [sic] Vilas, of West Chester, . . . who some time since purchased a 
property at Hershey Mills, East Goshen township, is having a number of improvements made to 
the farm and turning it into a model home. Mr. Vilas is also contemplating improvements to the 
mill, which he still operates (Daily Local News 1912d). 
 
[August 21, 1912:] Wiley [sic] H. Vilas, who bought the Hershey mill property, has the house 
neatly remodeled, the old mansard roof being converted into a hip roof and other improvements 
made. The place will look differently when all the work is done (Daily Local News 1912a:n.p.). 
 
[October 7, 1912:] Wiley [sic] W. Vilas, who recently purchased the old Enoch P. Hershey mill 
property in East Goshen township, is at present making extensive improvements to the house 
and mill there and within a couple of months the place will have an entirely different appearance 
from that at present. A large force of men are at work upon the house and it is being remodeled 
entirely, being equipped with all the modern improvements. It will have its own heating and 
lighting service and will have water pumped from the large spring below it by a water wheel, 
which will soon be installed. Water will also be served to the mill. 
 
 Attention is also being given the mill and it will be improved throughout. Mr. Vilas is in 
charge of the work in person and he and his wife are boarding in [West Chester] while the work 
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is in progress. He drives to the scene every day. The grounds are also to be improved and he will 
soon have one of the most picturesque country homes to be found in Chester county. No 
expense is to be spared to make it a model of its kind. All the natural features are to be permitted 
to remain, but will be heightened by the work now in progress (Daily Local News 1912e:n.p.). 
 
[October 28, 1912:] Improving at Hershey’s; Philadelphia Men Who Enjoy Life in Handsome 
Homes There. 
 
The beautiful section of country round about the old Hershey Mill, in East Goshen township, 
has appealed strongly of late to Philadelphia men of wealth and it is rapidly becoming a most 
popular location for their summer homes. Already several fine homes have been erected there 
and more will soon follow. . . . 
 
 Below the [Lawrence E.] Brown place, Wiley [sic] Vilas, one of the newest residents of the 
section, who recently purchased the mill property of Enoch Hershey, is not in the background. 
He has torn the old house to pieces and rebuilt it, adding a wing for the servants and equipping it 
with everything of the most up-to-date pattern. The old mill has also come in for its share of 
improvement. A new [overshot] water wheel has been established which will pump the water 
from a fine spring to every portion of the house, barn, mill and other buildings. A steam heating 
plant is being installed, and Mr. Vilas may later establish an electric lighting plant of small size 
in the mill. The old turbine wheel there gives sixteen horse-power and the new overshot wheel 
will furnish all needed for every portion of the work without the aid of the old one. 
 
A number of other properties in the section are changing hands frequently and the time is near 
when each will become the Summer home of some Philadelphian looking for a farm as a sort of 
plaything and a quiet place for the week end (Daily Local News 1912f:n.p.). 
 
[December 11, 1912:] Within a few years many of the best and most available farms for 
suburban residence and improvement as fancy stock raising and agricultural purposes have been 
snapped up in this vicinity, and more are being negotiated for or locked up. . .  
 
 Another recent valuable addition to East Goshen as a progressive property owner is Wyley 
[sic] Vilas, who last Winter purchased the Enoch Hershey place. Mr. Vilas, now a resident of 
West Chester, is a daily visitor to his property, superintending extensive improvements and 
additions to the buildings. The house is being remodeled into a fine suburban home, with 
numerous baths and living rooms, with steam heat from an outside plant. The other buildings are 
being improved, and the grounds are put in good shape. Other improvements are contemplated. . 
. . 
 
 There are other such valuable acquisitions as property owners and residents to this and other 
sections of Chester county which could be mentioned. All around West Chester can be seen the 
hand of the suburbanite in the improvement line (Daily Local News 1912b:n.p.). 
 

 The 38.3-acre mill property was attributed to Wylie H. Vilas on a map of properties along the 
Pennsylvania Railroad’s Main Line published in 1912 (Lathrop and Ogier 1912). Four structures were 
denoted on the property: the stone mill building; the stone Wylie residence, with a wrap-around porch on the 
sides facing Greenhill and Hershey Mill Road; a stone structure along the west side of Hershey Mill Road, 
approximately 160 feet north of the mansion; and a frame outbuilding on the south side of Greenhill Road, a 
few feet east of its intersection with Hershey Mill Road. As noted in a farm and business directory published 



  

03/08  PA Historic Resource Survey Form      27 

 

Key #   

ER# 2017-0418-029 
 
History and Significance (continued): 
 
in 1914, Wylie and Mary Vilas called their remodeled “country place” “Mill Farm” (Wilmer Atkinson 
Company 1914:220). That name, and the address “Frazer, Chester Co., Penna.,” was printed at the top of 
invoices prepared by “W.H. Vilas, Dr.” for customers through at least 1914. One such invoice, in the 
collection of the Chester County Historical Society, documents Vilas’ billing of “M. + B.F. Garrett” for four 
sessions of “grinding” in 1913-1914 as follows: 
 
• November 21: Grinding 7 bags 
• December 13: Grinding 16 bags 
• December 16: Grinding 16 bags 
• January 10: Grinding 15 bags  
“Paid,” February 11, 1914 (Vilas 1914:n.p.). 
 
 Wylie Vilas appears to have discontinued milling during or shortly after World War I. He identified 
himself as a 54-year-old general farmer when a census enumerator visited Mill Farm in January 1920. He 
and his 51-year-old wife Mary were then being served by a couple of black South Carolinians—James A. 
Brown (28) and his wife or sister “Lile” (20)—along with 39-year-old German immigrant Albert M. Rickers 
(United States Bureau of the Census 1920).  
 
 Mary Vilas lived only two more years. A stroke ended her life on February 27, 1922, leaving Wylie a 
56-year-old widower (Pennsylvania Department of Health 1922:n.p.). He owned an occupied the Hershey 
Mill property another four years, then conveyed it by a deed dated March 19, 1926 to Philadelphia lawyer 
John J. Sullivan, in consideration of $29,000 (Chester County Deed Book Y16:396). A biographical sketch 
of the new owner, posted on the current Hershey Mill Homeowners’ website, reads as follows:  
 

John J. Sullivan, born in 1877 as the first of nine children, spent younger days in the 
Rittenhouse Square family home. After developing prestige as a prominent Philadelphia lawyer, 
Sullivan acquired Hershey Mill as part of more than a 2,000-acre farm. He visited on weekends. 
As a confirmed bachelor, Sullivan had great love for his home, his land and church. He was also 
the founder of Malvern Retreat House. After he made his permanent home [in the present 
“Sullivan House,” approximately 1,200 feet southeast of Hershey Mill], a niece remembers 
meeting Indians on the grounds during the 1930s when Sullivan was Indian Commissioner. He 
was extremely proud of great improvements like the wide staircase and fine antique furniture. 
He’d greet his fox-hunting friends early in the morning on the front portico then later entertain 
them in grand style on the rear terrace high above the countryside. Because of an abundance of 
hickory trees, the estate became known as Shellbark Hollow (HM Homeowners 2017:n.p.) 
 

 The cultivated portion of the 38.3-acre Hershey Mill property was included in 400 acres of East Goshen 
Township farmland attributed to John J. Sullivan on agricultural census schedules recorded in 1927 
(Pennsylvania State Archives 1927:n.p.). The property’s occupants in that year and all other years under 
Sullivan’s ownership (1926-1948) have not been identified. The mill building was characterized in January 
1930 as “in good repair” by a reporter who visited ten sites where “mills [had] stood in East Goshen in those 
days [when milling was] a thriving industry.” Traveling “up the west branch of Ridley Creek” from its 
mouth, the reporter came “into view of an old building known for nearly a half century as Hershey Mill. So 
picturesque is the spot in which this mill is located that the visitor almost imagines he has stepped into some 
quaint European spot, where peasants might gather for a morning chat. The large dam lies quietly by the 
side of the mill which has for many years been idle, the wheels of industry having ceased their motion years 
ago. The old mill is a three-story structure and in good repair. This property is owned by John J. Sullivan” 
(Daily Local News 1930:n.p.).  
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 As reflected on a property atlas published in 1933, Sullivan’s East Goshen Township estate then 
embraced 1,222 acres, largely comprising four longstanding farms, including the Hershey Mill farm and the 
large Rees plantation from which the mill property had been separated (Franklin Survey Company 1933). 
Four structures were denoted on the Hershey Mill property in 1933: the stone mill building, with a small 
frame rear addition; the L-shaped stone residence across from the mill; the stone outbuilding along the west 
side of Hershey Mill Road, approximately 160 feet north of the residence; and a frame barn approximately 
300 feet northeast of the dwelling. The barn, which still stands on its own tax parcel, had not been denoted 
on the 1912 map, suggesting that it may have been erected under the direction of Wylie Vilas or John 
Sullivan. 
 
 By a deed dated May 21, 1948, John J. Sullivan conveyed the mill, the former miller’s house, and the 
two aforementioned outbuildings on a 25.02-acre parcel to Milton Walter Young III and his wife Helen 
(née) Biddle, in consideration of $40,000 (Chester County Deed Book B24:574; Franklin Survey Company 
1950). The Youngs had begun their married life together a decade earlier, renting a house near Walter’s 
birthplace outside the Main Line community of Wayne, where Walter operated a floral shop (United States 
Bureau of the Census 1940). After serving the final year of WWII in domestic military service, Walter 
embarked on a new career as producer and dealer in “authentic antique furniture reproductions” 
(Philadelphia Inquirer 1952:139). He was in partnership with Bryn Mawr resident Thomas Huber in May 
1948 when the two men placed a classified advertisement for “Furniture Workers” in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, as follows: “M. Walter Young and Thomas Huber seek three or four [military] veterans preferably 
with some experience in furniture manufacture, repair, and finishing. If no experience, they will interview 
veterans with aptitude for that type of work. Plant will be located in Goshen, Chester county, near West 
Chester. If veteran has no car, transportation detail will be worked out, if at all possible. Call Thomas Huber 
(Bryn Mawr 2640)” (Philadelphia Inquirer 1948:29). Huber was no longer in the picture three-and-a-half 
years later when Young posted notice in West Chester’s newspaper of his “intention to file in the Office of 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg, Pa., and in the Office of the 
Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas, of Chester County, Pa., on Monday, November 27th, 1950, a 
Certificate of Registration of the Fictitious Name, ‘Hershey Mill,’ as the style or designation under which a 
business will be carried on or conducted, and the location of its principal place of business will be Hershey 
Mill, Hershey Mill and Greenhill Roads, West Chester, Chester County, Pennsylvania. The only person 
owning or interested in said business is M. Walter Young, III, who resides at Hershey Mill, Hershey Mill 
and Greenhill Roads, West Chester” (Daily Local News 1950:n.p.). 
 
 Less than three years after registering his business, Young announced in local newspapers that he was 
“Moving to [a] New Location.” As preparation for the move, he planned to hold a “2-Day Public Sale of 
Real Estate, Antiques, and Reproductions” at Hershey Mill on September 25-26, 1953. The real estate to be 
auctioned off on the first day “consist[ed] of a large Bank barn (A-1 condition), partially heated, box stalls, 
and approx. 6 acres of land, 160 ft. frontage on Green Hill Rd” (Daily Local News 1953:n.p.). Young does 
not appear to have found a buyer for the barn on 6 acres, as the Hershey Mill parcel was still described as 
containing 25.02 acres on February 17, 1954 when he and his wife conveyed it to Joanne Sharples Delmege, 
in consideration of $50,000 (Chester County Deed Book F26:210). 
 
 Born in 1918 to Radnor Township centrifuge manufacturer Philip T. Sharples and Edith Wilhelmina 
Walz, Joanne Sharples “graduated from Foxcroft School, studied art at New York University, and graduated 
from the School of Industrial Art in Philadelphia. During World War II she served with the office of 
strategic services in Washington, D.C. . . . She was married at Merion Friends Meeting [in] 1947 to Harvey 
Sangster, . . . [but] this marriage ended in divorce and Miss Sharples was married [in September] 1951 to 
James Christopher W. Delmege” (Anderson 1966:526, 813). The Delmeges were living in Montreal, 
Quebec when Joanne purchased the Hershey Mill property in February 1954 (Chester County Deed Book 
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F26:210). They moved to East Goshen Township shortly thereafter, and used it as a residential base for 
several years as they “were active in mental health work in the Philadelphia area” (Anderson 1966:813). 
They were reportedly living “at Hershey Mill, near Malvern,” on June 14, 1957 when 38-year-old Joanne 
ingested a lethal dose of pentobarbital and oyribenxamine. She died within hours at the University of 
Pennsylvania Hospital (Philadelphia Inquirer 1957:67; Pennsylvania Department of Health 1957:n.p.).  
 
 On September 22, 1958, Meixner Registered Surveyors completed a survey of the Delmege property in 
preparation for its subdivision. By a deed dated December 8, 1958, Joanne Delmege’s widower and two 
other executors of her will conveyed the Hershey Mill mansion on a 2-acre parcel to East Goshen Township 
residents John S. and Mable Thomas Ross, in consideration of $33,100 (Chester County Deed Book 
S30:209). The executors held the mill and the remainder of the former mill tract, along with several 
adjoining tracts that Joanne Delmege had acquired—together amounting to approximately 65 acres—one 
more year before conveying the real estate to James C.W. Delmege alone by a deed dated March 28, 1960 
(Chester County Deed Book Y31:540). Delmege was already planning to move to another country. He hired 
an auction company to sell his East Goshen property, and an absolute auction was scheduled for three 
months hence, as announced in newspaper advertisements that read: “Absolute Auction—Clear of 
Mortgage—Possession; Owner Moving Out of Country; A Magnificent Country Estate; Outstanding 
Builder’s Opportunity; 65 Acres—’Hershey Mill’—Fabulous Property for the Sophisticated Buyer; Both 
Sides and Both Sides Green Hill Road. . . . California Paddock Pool—4 Acre Lake—Garage with Apt., 
Horse Barn. As 23 Parcels or Entirety. Sale on Premises, Thurs. June 30, 7 p.m.” (Philadelphia Inquirer 
1960:31).  
 
 James C.W. Delmege ended up conveying all 65 acres to John Rutledge Larendon and Robert B. Dalton 
by a deed dated August 1, 1960 (Chester County Deed Book H32:568). Larendon and Dalton paid $155,000 
for the real estate, apparently with no intention of ever living there. An 88-year-old retired merchant, 
Larendon had “lived most of his life in New York City. He was of thrifty, frugal, conservative, Scotch 
ancestry. He never married and [would leave] no surviving close relatives. Robert Dalton [had] commenced 
working for Larendon about 1948 as a companion and nurse. Dalton had no property or money at that time; 
he continued to live with and care for Larendon until the time of [the latter’s] death.” Dalton killed 
Larendon at their home in La Jolla, California, on December 20, 1960, a few months after the Hershey Mill 
acquisition. The victim’s “last will was dated May 31, 1960; it left the entire estate to Dalton” (Casetext Inc. 
2016:n.p.). The subsequent investigation, trial of Dalton (who was convicted of murder), and prolonged 
settlement of Larendon’s extensive estate threw the Hershey Mill property into limbo for half-a-dozen years. 
As reflected on aerial photographs taken in 1959 and 1965, during that interlude the southern end of the 
adjacent road—passing between the mill and the miller’s house—was straightened through a realignment 
approximately 50 feet westward so that it no longer curved around the mill (Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission 1959, 1965). The vacation of the former roadbed provided space between the mill 
and Greenhill Road in which a carriage house would later be built.  
 
 In 1965 or early 1966 the Chester County Sheriff took possession of the former Larendon tracts in East 
Goshen Township—still totaling 66 acres—and sold them on March 18, 1966 to Isadore Dresner for 
$12,000. A deed of conveyance was effected the following April 29 (Chester County Deed Book Y36:627). 
With funds built up over a long career as a dentist in Philadelphia, the 77-year-old, Austrian-born Dresner 
was branching out into real estate development and speculation (United States Bureau of the Census 1920, 
1930, 1940). The disposition and use of the former mill during his six years of ownership (1966-1972) is 
unknown. At the close of that period, Yerkes Associates, Inc., of Bryn Mawr, drew up a “Final Plan of 
Hersheys Mill” for the R.L. Freyberger Construction and Development Company. On that subdivision plan, 
Hershey Mill was isolated on a 1.3-acre parcel (“Lot 1”) bounded by Greenhill Road on the south, on the 
west, and the milldam and pond on a 6.4-acre parcel to the north (Chester County Deed Book U40:591). On 
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the day that Yerkes Associates, Inc. completed its “Final Plan of Hersheys Mill”—June 22, 1972—
Hurricane Agnes swept through East Goshen Township. In the resultant flooding, the Hershey milldam 
“failed,” releasing most of the mill pond’s contents onto the mill grounds and the area south of Greenhill 
Road where a residential development called “Hershey Mill” was proposed by developer R.L. Freyberger 
(East Goshen Township 2016:n.p.).  
 
 The milldam would eventually be “reconstructed with a slab spillway [incorporating] a masonry-facade 
wall and low flow pipe to the downstream main channel” (East Goshen Township 2016:n.p.). The mill itself 
may have still been drying out on August 4, 1972, when Isadore Dresner joined his wife Cecilia and the 
Ancillary Administrator of the Estate of John R. Larendon (William H. Rivoir Jr.) in conveying the newly-
delineated mill parcel of 1.3 acres (“Lot 1”) and a 0.76-acre parcel abutting the east side of the mill parcel 
(“Lot 1A”) to Sherman Michael Coe and his wife Jane, in consideration of $97,500 (Chester County Deed 
Book U40:591). The Coes would own the mill parcel for 13 years (1972-1985), during which period the 6.4-
acre milldam and pond parcel would be conveyed to East Goshen Township (May 25, 1979; Chester County 
Deed Book Y54:3). By January 20, 1981, the mill was serving as the Coe residence, according to a Chester 
County Architectural Inventory Form completed on that date. The Form’s compiler noted that the 
“associated buildings” on the Coe property at 1034 comprised a springhouse attached to the northern end of 
the former mill, and a stone carriage house (Dees 1981:n.p.). Aerial photographs indicate that the carriage 
house fronting on Greenhill Road was constructed by the Coes during the period 1975-1980 (Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Commission 1975, 1980). According to the present owner of the converted mill, 
the Coes acquired stone for the carriage house through the demolition of John J. Sullivan’s barn on the 
adjoining property to the south (Neil B. DeRiemer, pers. com., March 2, 2017). 
 
 By a deed dated March 4, 1985, the Coes conveyed the converted mill on its 1.3-acre parcel—along 
with two strips of land edging and Greenhill Road added to the parcel through a pair of deeds from East 
Goshen Township in December 1981—to Neil B. DeRiemer and his wife Karen, in consideration of 
$180,675 (Chester County Deed Book F65:126). The DeRiemers remain the owners of tax parcel 53-2J-96, 
“commonly known as 1034 Hershey Mill Road , East Goshen Township, Pennsylvania.”  
 
 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION 
 
 Hershey Mill was evaluated according to criteria set forth in the National Register Bulletin: “How to 
Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation” (National Park Service 1997). Gristmills were common 
in southeastern Pennsylvania throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and became an easily-
recognizable feature in the landscape of the area. Eligibility under Criterion A requires not only that a 
property have a demonstrated association with events or trends of historic significance, but that they retain 
sufficient integrity to communicate that significance. Hershey Mill has been altered on both its interior and 
exterior in its conversion to a residence and, due to the addition of elements associated with domestic 
architecture (i.e., dormers and large picture windows), the building is no longer easily identifiable as a 
gristmill. Although the replacement of the original dam with a similar structure in the late twentieth century 
does not affect the overall feeling and association of the mill, the dewatering of the millpond has had a great 
impact. Mills of the time period were, by nature, situated near the milldams and millponds that powered 
them and the absence of this integral piece of the mill’s identity has resulted in a loss of its ability to 
communicate its identity and significance as a late eighteenth-century gristmill. Hershey Mill is 
recommended Not Eligible under Criterion A.  
  
 Hershey Mill was established by the Rees family and later occupied by the Hershey family which gave 
the mill its name, among many others. No documentation was found that would indicate that any member of 
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these families achieved lasting local or national historical importance. Hershey Mill is recommended Not 
Eligible under Criterion B.  
 
 Hershey Mill, which would otherwise be an example of vernacular eighteenth-century mill architecture, 
has been altered in the course of its transition from working mill to residence in the late twentieth century 
and is no longer exemplary of any architectural style. The retaining wall of Hershey’s Dam has been 
completely replaced twice in its history and retains little in the way of historic fabric. Neither the mill or 
dam embodies the principles of eighteenth-century mill architecture, nor are the work of a master. Hershey 
Mill is recommended Not Eligible under Criterion C. 
 
 Hershey Mill had not been subject to archaeological testing. Eligibility under Criterion D cannot be 
assessed at this time.  
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Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 1: View of Hershey Mill, looking northwest. The mill building is visible at left, 
the masonry retaining wall of the dam at right. A blacksmith shop is visible in the distance at center. 

 

 
  

Hershey Mill– Photograph 2: View from Hershey Mill Dam, looking southwest. The mill building is 
visible at right. A late twentieth-century carriage house is visible at left. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 3: Undated, likely late nineteenth-century photograph, showing the 
northwestern side wall of Hershey Mill (at left) and the southwestern end wall (at right) (Photograph from 

the private collection of Neil DeRiemer).



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 4: Undated, likely late nineteenth-century photograph of Hershey Mill, looking 
southwest to the northeastern end wall (Photograph from the private collection of Neil DeRiemer).  

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 5: View looking northwest to the northwestern wall of the wheel house. The 12-
inch metal pipe visible at center carried the head race into the wheelhouse. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 6: View looking southeast to the opening for the tail race.  
 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 7: View looking northeast basement-level opening in the northeastern end wall. 
The use of the opening is unknown, but it appears to be original to the structure. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 8: View of the southwestern end wall of Hershey Mill. The masonry steps 
leading to the door on the first floor, as well as the window opening to its left, were added prior to 1981. The 

hoist mechanism at peak of the gable roof has been removed. 
 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 9: View looking north to the southwestern and southeastern elevations of 
Hershey Mill, visible at left and right, respectively. Concrete patching is visible around the added window 

opening on the southwestern end wall. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 10: View looking south-southeast to the northeastern gable end wall of Hershey 
Mill. The large framed opening within the masonry at right and the three larger windows within the gable 

above are modern additions. The gable-roofed masonry addition visible in the historic photograph has been 
removed, leaving only its foundation and its northeastern gable end wall (visible at bottom left). Two brick 

chimneys at the roofline are also of modern construction.  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 11: View looking south-southeast to Hershey Mill. The frame addition, 
constructed during the conversion of a mill to a residence, is partially visible behind the tree cover against 

the northwestern side wall of the building (at right). 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 12: View looking northeast along the northern half of the mill’s northwestern 
side wall.  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 13: View looking west-southwest to the southeastern side wall and northeastern 
end wall of Hershey Mill. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 14: View looking northwest to the southeastern side wall of Hershey Mill. The 
arched tail race opening is visible near the base of the building, opening into a drainage channel. 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 15: View of the interior of Hershey Mill. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 16: View of the interior of Hershey Mill. 
 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 17: View looking north-northeast to the down-stream face of Hershey Mill 
Dam. The current dam dates to 1972 and is a reconstruction of an earlier structure that once impounded 

Hershey Mill Pond before it was dewatered in 2011. The scour pond visible in the foreground was created by 
the force of the water falling from the main spillway.  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 18: View looking east across the upstream face of Hershey Mill Dam. The 
remains of the reservoir are located in the vegetated area to the north (left) of the dam. The training walls and 

slab spillway are visible at center. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 19: View looking north-northeast to the downstream face of Hershey Mill Dam. 
The concrete weir box visible in the right-hand corner directs water to the secondary channel that once 

carried the tail race. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 20: Detail view of the downstream face of the reconstructed retaining wall 
looking east (East Goshen Township 2016). 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 21: View from the upstream side of the dam looking southwest to the slab 
spillway (Pennoni Associates Inc. 2016).  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 22: View of the crest of the dam, looking northeast from the northeastern side 
of the spillway (Pennoni Associates Inc. 2016  

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 23: Undated photograph showing the “immense hole” (at right) that opened in 
the dam after a storm caused the failure of the dam in 1904 (Anonymous n.d.). 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 24: Undated photograph showing Hershey Mill Dam after its failure in 1972 
(Beck n.d.). 

 
 
 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 25: Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after 
its 1972 failure (Beck n.d.). 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 26: Undated photograph showing the installation of the dam’s masonry footer 
and low flow pipe during its reconstruction (Beck n.d.). 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 27: Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after 
its 1972 failure (Beck n.d.).



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 28: Undated photograph showing the reconstruction of Hershey Mill Dam after 
its 1972 failure. The photograph shows the reconstructed dam being faced in stone (Beck n.d.). 

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 29: View looking north-northwest to the main stream channel that drains the 
scour pond.  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 30: View looking south-southeast to the pair of concrete culverts that carry the 
main and secondary channels below Greenhill Road. The culverts appear to be of mid-to-late twentieth-

century construction. 
 

.  
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 31: View from Greenhill Road, looking northeast to the carriage house. The 
carriage house was constructed in the late twentieth century. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 32: View looking southeast to the carriage house.  
 

.  
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 33: View looking southwest to the miller’s house.  



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 34: View looking southwest to the northern side addition L of the miller’s 
house. The kitchen addition visible in historic maps and aerials has been substantially altered or replaced. 



Hershey Mill, East Goshen Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 35: View looking west-northwest across Hershey Mill Road to the former 
blacksmith shop.  

 

 
 

Hershey Mill– Photograph 36: View looking west to the early twentieth century frame barn.  
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