East Goshen Pipeline Safety Task Force - Summary of key monthly notes from 2020
1/9/20
●

●

Gerry commented that Christina provided an excellent commentary to DEP regarding the
HDD 421 Reevaluation reports. Gerry asked if there has been any progress from the
Township with respect to acquiring the services of a professional geologist. Rick stated
that a recommendation from the Task Force (TF) to the Board would need to be made.
David mentioned that the Township has been promised the reports on the Boot Road
analysis.
Pipeline Setback Recommendations for Paoli Pike TND Ordinance – Gerry stated that
the TND Ordinance was not discussed at the BOS meeting on 12/17/19. Gerry reviewed
three relevant documents and provided a summary of what he deemed important in
reference to setbacks, easements and ordnances. He suggested that the TF could make
two separate recommendations based upon the relative risks associated with different
materials being transported.

1/23/20
● Boot Road Geophysical Survey Reports – The TF discussed the latest Boot Road report
that was provided. The TF also discussed their concerns about Larry Greminger’s
qualifications. Christina made a motion requesting Township Staff to file a Right to Know
Request to PennDOT to obtain all information, correspondence, reports, data, etc.
associated with the Boot Road Geophysical Survey. Bill seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously. Christina requested from the Township staff that all
correspondence be forwarded to the TF as soon as it is received. Christina explained
that she held an informational session/workshop for a few residents to assist in
improving their skills in submitting public comment to organizations such as DEP. She is
willing to do this again if there is interest.
● Professional Geologist – The TF discussed hiring a professional geologist. Mark
suggested that the TF recommend to the Board of Supervisors that a professional
geologist from Pennoni begin this process with a review of the Boot Road Geophysical
Survey Reports.
2/27/20
● It was agreed by the TF that a workshop meeting will be held on March 12, 2020, at 5:00
p.m. to consider the BOS recommendation for comments to PHMSA regarding their
proposal to its regulations concerning natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines.
Comments need to be complete for the BOS meeting on 3/17/20 in order to be submitted
by 4/6/2020. Caroline will send out a google doc to the TF for comments prior to the
meeting.
● Boot Road Geophysical Survey Reports and Right to Know Request – Rick reported that
a Right to Know was filed to PennDOT for additional information about the Boot Road
Geophysical Survey Reports. Once the Township receives the information, it will be
forwarded to Pennoni for review. Rick estimated the timeline to be mid-March. February

27, 2020. Christina reported that she also filed a Right to Know request. She explained
that she plans to inspect the records in person. Christina added that she emailed Rettew
and has not received a response.
3/12/20
● BOS Recommendation for public comment to PHMSA regarding their proposal to its
regulations concerning natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines. The TF reviewed
section by section the comments noted in the letter provided by Rick on the PHMSA
rules that are changing. Caroline will incorporate and update the comments from the
workshop for the 3/17/20 BOS meeting. Judi made a motion to approve the draft
comments pursuant to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that will be finalized and
submitted for recommendation to the BOS for public comment that is due to PHMSA on
April 6, 2020. Christina seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
5/28/20
● Adelphia/PennEast Caroline introduced Eve Miari from the Clean Air Council to discuss
the Adelphia/PennEast Topic. She stated that there are residents in East Goshen with
easement agreements with Adelphia that could be impacted.
● Caroline made a motion recommending that the BOS send a letter to DEP for
clarification regarding the proposal between PennEast and Adelphia. Bill seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously. Rick asked that additional questions be
forwarded to him, and he will draft the letter for the June 9th agenda.
6/25/20
● Official EGT pipeline taskforce comments submitted to PHMSA regarding valve
installation and minimum rupture detection standards: Caroline was happy to report that
the Pipeline TF comments submitted are listed publicly online. She explained that the
comment period is still open, and the TF’s comments will be considered.
● Current Pipeline Events Impacting East Goshen Christina explained that numerous
residents have been voicing complaints (ongoing issues of hammering, drilling vibration,
and continuous dust) on NextDoor and contacting members of the TF and the Township.
Christina stated that the residents need acknowledgement that this is being addressed.
She researched the Public Nuisance aspect the Township’s ordinances and looked at
which ones could put Sunoco’s permit at risk. Christina made a motion to ask the BOS
for stronger enforcement of the public nuisance aspect of the ordinances that exist in the
Township. Caroline seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

7/23/20
● Adelphia/PennEast Gerry explained his investigation on the natural gas odorization
requirements in conjunction with the PennEast project. Gerry clarified that he did not find
any specifications from PennEast for odorant to be used for natural gas. He also was
unable to determine when PennEast plans to connect to Adelphia which runs through
East Goshen Township. Gerry stressed that the TF and the Township should do

●

everything possible to retain the requirement to add the odorant. The TF agreed.
Caroline will touch base with Eve to see if she has any additional information.
Public nuisance laws Rick stated that the BOS will be meeting with a lawyer next week
to discuss the public nuisance issue to determine what can be done. He added that the
research Christina provided at the 8/7 BOS meeting was forwarded to the solicitor.

9/3/20
● Boot Road Geophysical Study - Rick reported that PennDOT sent the Board a letter
stating they did not have the funding to have Schnabel (their engineer) perform the final
geophysical testing on Boot Road, but they would have Schnabel review the final study
submitted by Rettew. The TF expressed two concerns. The first was that Rettew could
send the report to Sunoco for its review prior to submitting it to Sunoco. The second was
that Sunoco should use someone other than Rettew to perform the study. The TF
discussed how to address concerns including: • having the Township fund a study, • to
creating a Go-Fund me account, • sending another letter to PennDOT. In response to a
question, Rick guessed that Sunoco spent $20,000 for the study, and he did not think
the Board would fund it since Boot Road was a state road. Christina made a motion to
have Rick contact Sarah McInnes, PennDOT Geotechnical Engineer, to ask if they
would require Sunoco to have someone other than Rettew perform the study and to
request that Rettew not send the study to Sunoco prior to providing it to PennDOT.
Caroline seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
9/24/20
● Public Comment Senator Katie Muth thanked the TF for all for their work. She explained
that she and Representative Otten have requested weekly calls with the DEP regarding
the Marsh Creek incident. Some other participants are DCNR, Fish and Boat, Chester
County Health Department, Conservation District, Chester County Commissioners, the
PUC, DCNR and Representative Comitta.
● Christina explained that the ACOE receives copies of any notice of violations issued.
She continued that significant changes such as switching to open trench and crossing
over waterways could affect Sunoco’s permits. An FOI is needed to access the ACOE
permits. Don agreed to investigate the FOI and reach the ACOE to get copies of permit
and correspondence.
10/22/20
● Caroline explained that the pressing issue in the Township and with Pipeline TF is the
whistle blower complaint involving the Bow Tree site. She stated that for two years, the
Pipeline TF has raised and documented concerns regarding the safety of the pipeline.
She indicated that East Goshen is still without a credible safety plan for its residents.
● Discuss the Sunoco/ME pipeline whistleblower complaint in East Goshen Township
involving a dispute regarding geophysical surveys. Caroline made a motion requesting
that the BOS ask Chester County to utilize their current geologist to conduct an
independent investigation around the Bow Tree area. Bill seconded. The motion
unanimously passed 5-0.

●

●

●

●

Caroline made a motion that the BOS actively partner with Chester County and other
municipalities that are also experiencing the same and similar issues as the Township
with respect to the Mariner East pipeline construction. Christina seconded. The motion
unanimously passed 5-0.
Caroline noted that East Goshen Township has led in the battle against this pipeline by
forming the TF, which is unique to Chester County, by donating to citizen risk
assessment and by holding multiple public meetings.
Caroline made a motion that the Board consider revoking the Municipal Erosion and
Sedimentation permit. Bill seconded. Motion pass 4-0 with Judi abstaining. Christina
stated that she does not believe the permit was ever evaluated for compliance after the
request that David made in the 12/5/19 Pipeline TF meeting. Judi questioned whether if
the subsidence was caused by the current existing drilling or was it caused by something
else such as pipeline maintenance, rainwater, etc.
Review Pipeline Saturation Ordinance from 10/6/20 BOS meeting David explained that
this ordinance is unique and was never done before. He stressed that the Board is
serious about this ordinance and did not want aspects of this ordinance preempted by
case law.

