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From The Chairmané 

Dear Friends, Neighbors and Fellow Residents: 

It is with great pleasure I write today on behalf of my fellow 

Supervisors, as summer is in full swing and many of us are enjoying a 

return to normalcy and more active lifestyles. I would like to thank all of our first responders 

and health care providers who have tirelessly worked over the last eighteen months through 

the COVID-19 pandemic. As of this printing, the Township Building has opened back up for 

recreational activities and we have begun in person ABC meetings, two very welcome 

changes indeed.  

East Goshen Township hopes this will be a memorable 

summer season for all our Township residents, and 

welcomes everyone back to our public spaces this summer. 

Community Day is scheduled for Saturday, August 28, and 

we cannot wait to see a sea of smiling faces and the glint of 

fireworks sparkling in our childrenôs eyes. The Paoli Pike 

Trail has been open since November, and we are encouraged 

to see the walkers and bikers using the trail with increasing 

frequency. Current open segments connect Line Road to the 

park system and parallels Paoli Pike down to Reservoir 

Road. We will be applying for a DCED Multimodal 

Transportation grant this summer to fund the remaining 

portion, segment B, from Reservoir Road to Ellis Lane. You 

may have noticed, segment A from Airport Road to Ellis Lane is being constructed as we 

speak.  

With regards to the Mariner 2 pipeline, Sunoco has completed all pipe installation in East 

Goshen Township and restorations are complete except for near the Rite-Aid on Boot Road. 

Sunoco has about one mile of pipe to construct in other areas of Chester and Delaware 

counties.    

Adelphia Gateway is finishing up the improvements to the valve on Paoli Pike. While this is 

the only construction activity for this project in East Goshen, Adelphia has a significant 

amount of work to do at the compressor stations in Bucks and Delaware counties, so the line 

will not be placed in service anytime soon.       

East Goshen Township...a great place to work, live and play 

Visit us on the web at www.eastgoshen.org 
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Work is also moving along on the Hersheyôs Mill Dam Park project, with 

construction to be completed by September. This new 8.0 acre passive park 

will include internal trails and opportunities to access the waterôs edge. 

Eighty six foot tall boulders will be placed along the waterôs edge, created 

ripples, gentle whitewater and cascading water; it will be very picturesque 

and we think will become our ñpostcard-worthyò park in a few short years. 

The plans for the Milltown Dam Park project are currently being reviewed 

by the state Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army 

Corp. of Engineers.  We anticipate the plans being approved this summer, 

whith construction starting later this year.  

Our joint project with West Goshen Township to repave and restripe Boot 
Road between Wilson Drive and Green Hill Road will soon commence 
construction. The project will result in an additional lane going towards 
Route 202, which should improve traffic flow. 

Stay safe and be well. 

 

David  

 

David Shuey, Chairman 
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TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY  

East Goshen Township Building  

1580 Paoli Pike 
West Chester, PA 19380 

 

Office Hours  
Monday through Friday  

8 am to 5 pm 
610-692-7171 

Fax: 610-692-8950 

 
Township Manager  

Derek Davis  
ddavis @eastgoshen.org 

 
MEETINGS 

East Goshen Township meetings are  
advertised in the Daily Local News  

 
Agendas and Minutes are available on 

our website: www.eastgoshen.org  

 
All Township meetings and workshops 

with the exception of Board of 
Supervisors executive sessions are open 

to the public.  

Continued on page 3 

 

David Shuey, Chair  
dshuey@eastgoshen.org 

Michael Lynch, Vice Chair 

  mlynch@eastgoshen.org 
  

E. Martin Shane  
mshane@eastgoshen.org 

John Hertzog  
jhertzog@eastgoshen.org 

Michele Truitt  
mtruitt@eastgoshen.org 

 

mailto:rsmith@eastgoshen.org
http://www.eastgoshen.org
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June 16, 2021 

Officially proclaimed òRick Smithó Day 

The Township has officially proclaimed today, 
June 16 as ñRick Smithò Day, in honor of his fifty-
two years of service to East Goshen Township. A 
lifelong resident, rick graduated high school on a 
Thursday, came to work the following Monday, 
and never left. Under his leadership, the Township 
grew from 1,000 to 18,000 residents while 
maintaining its beautiful charm and green, open 
space vistas.   

The Board of Supervisors and staff presented Rick 
with a boulder this morning emblazoned with a 
plaque dedicated to the ñrockò of the Township. 
Officials and staff remarked on his wonderful 
service, remarkable leadership skill and 
unflappable demeanor.  

He will be truly missed.  

Rick with Township Supervisors (L-R): 
Marty Shane, John Hertzog,               
Michele Truitt, David Shuey, Mike Lynch 

Rick with his Township staff 
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The History of East Goshen Townshipé 

...as told by its longest serving employee...  

To the Residents of East Goshen and All of my Friends and Colleagues: 

 

On June 16, 2021, I will be retiring as Township Manager.  Since I have been at the 
Township for a long time, it was suggested that I write up the recent history of East 
Goshen from my perspective, so here it is: 

For what itôs worth, I was born in 1952 in West Chester (which, by the way, was the 
year East Goshen adopted it first zoning ordinance) and I have lived my entire life in 
East Goshen Township.  In 1952, the population of East Goshen was about 1,000 and 
to most people was considered the ñsticks,ò i.e., rural or backwoods area.  I attended 
East Goshen Elementary School which at that time only had six classrooms. The 
highlight of the year (for a kid) was the Goshen Fair in August.   

My uncle, Tom Smith, served on the Township Planning Commission in the 60s, and 
worked for East Goshen in various capacities until his retirement in 1985.  I started 
working for the Township in the summer of 1969 as a laborer and I currently live in a 
house that was previously owned by Vance Bates, a former township supervisor.   

Since West Chester Pike had a trolley in 1952, the Supervisors allowed for 
commercial uses adjacent to West Chester Pike.  The West Chester Pike corridor 
originally only had a few small commercial establishments, like Supplees Farm 
Market and the Milltown Garage.    

I remember the reconstruction of West Chester Pike when I was a kid from a two-lane road with trolley tracks on the 
south side to the four-lane configuration it is today.  After the improvements, SEPTA had a bus route on West Chester 
Pike, and in the late 1960s, the new Route 202 was completed (replacing Paoli Pike), and it was possible to get from 
West Chester to the King of Prussia Mall in 20 minutes. The reconstruction of West Chester Pike and the convenient 
access to Route 202 set the course for development for East Goshen. The Supervisors believed it was good planning to 
continue to allow for more intensive uses in the corridor; and the corridor was developed with condominiums such as 
Summit House and apartments like Waterview and Racquet Club.  

The corridor was also home to a development referred to as Goshen Heights or Milltown.  The development was laid 
out in the 1920s by Harry Taylor with 25-foot-wide lots with streets and alleys much like a borough.  People purchased 
as many lots as they could afford and built a house.  There was a variety of housing styles including Sears Roebuck 
houses, several of which still exist today. 

Most of the other land in East Goshen was zoned for one housing unit per acre, with on-lot sewer and water.  When I 
first started at the Township there were still quite a few farms, although the seeds of development were sprouting with 
subdivisions like Vista Farms and Bittersweet that had been built in the early 60s.  These subdivisions had one-acre lots 
with on-lot sewer and a well.   

Fortunately, the Supervisors had the foresight to recognize that encouraging development with smaller lots that 
provided public sewer, public water, and open space was good planning.  As a result, they enacted a single-family 
cluster provision that allowed for 25,000 square foot lots with all three of those amenities.  Pin Oak Farms was the first 
of many developments that was built (1969) under this option, followed by Marydell Farms and Hershey Mill Estates. 

The Supervisors also approved a relatively new land use concept at that time called a Planned Residential 
Development, or PRD.  Under this concept, the developer would first present an overall plan for development.  Detailed 
engineered plans for each phase would be presented at a later date, and then the project would be built.  Hersheyôs Mill 
Village was originally approved in 1973 as a PRD with 2,687 homes and a golf course.  Unfortunately, the 
development failed, and the bank took back the property.  The bank then failed and the property went to the FDIC.  In 
1977, the FDIC conveyed the property to a new developer who came forward with a revised PRD plan with 2,323 
homes for Hersheyôs Mill Village. The revised PRD was approved in 1978.  This plan just showed the overall road 
system in Hersheyôs Mill, the location of the golf course and community facilities, and the location and size of each  



Page 5 

 

 

 

East Goshen Township through the yearsécontõd. 

 

village were to be submitted later.  Hersheyôs Mill Village was finally completed with 1,720 homes in 2009, 31 years 
later. The housing market had changed as Hersheyôs Mill was being built out and the developer found out that buyers 
wanted larger homes.  Since the area for each village was fixed, he ended up with fewer homes.   

In 1964, Smith, Kline & French purchased the Applebrook Farm, which consisted of 55 acres on the north side of Paoli 
Pike and 280 acres on the south side.  Their original plan was to develop the parcel on the south side of Paoli Pike as a 
corporate campus.  They never followed through with their campus, although they did use the buildings at the west end 
of the property for animal studies.  The Township acquired the 55-acre parcel from Smith Kline for use as a Township 
Park in 1975.  In 1999, Pfizer, a successor to Smith Kline, put their 311-acre parcel up for sale.  The Supervisors put 
together a coalition consisting of Applebrook Associates (a group of golfers looking to build a golf course), 
Brandywine Realty Trust, Chester County and the Township to make an offer to Pfizer.  Applebrook Associates came 
up with $10,000,000 to purchase 191 acres for the golf course and homes; Brandywine Realty Trust put up $5,000,000 
to purchase the existing office buildings on 20 acres; and the Township and County paid $3,000,000 and $2,000,000, 
respectively, to purchase what is now known as Applebrook Park. 

The other significant development that occurred was the construction of ñindustrial parksò such the Brandywine 
Industrial Park, the Goshen Corporate Park, and Goshen Corporate Park West.  The shopping channel, QVC, had its 
original studio in The Goshen Corporate Park, and Synthes USA, which is division of Johnson & Johnson, has a large 
presence in the Goshen Corporate Park West.  

Of course, all of this development would not be possible without public water and public sewer.  The Township was 
originally served by the Great Valley Water Company,  a small water company located in Frazer, until it was acquired 
by Philadelphia Suburban Water Company, which in now known as AQUA. 

On the public sewer side, in 1977, the Supervisors entered into a contract with West Goshen Township to treat sewage 
from East Goshen.  A sewer line that collected sewage from both townships was installed along the Chester Creek, 
terminating at the Westtown Way Pump Station, which in turn pumped the sewage over the hill to the West Goshen 
Sewer Plant.  West Goshen continues to treat our sewage, and they are currently undertaking a multi-million dollar 
upgrade to the treatment plant to comply with their discharge permit.  

In the mid-1980s, Bernie Hankin, a local developer, approached the Supervisors with a proposal to build what is now 
known as the Ridley Creek Sewer Treatment Plant, designed to serve his 497 single-family cluster development called 
Bow Tree, the Smith Kline Beckman property, and other existing developments like Vista Farms.  The Township 
entered into agreements with Hankin and Smith Kline in 1984 to construct the treatment plant.  The Township 
expanded the treatment in 2010 and it currently treats sewage from homes on the east side of the Township.  

Last but not least, on January 1, 1982, the Westtown-East Goshen Regional Police Department commenced operations.  
Prior to that date, the township residents relied on the State Police for police services.  WEGO, as it is often called, was 
created in 1981 by the Supervisors of Westtown Township and East Goshen to provide police service to both 
townships.  It was only the fifth regional police department created in the state. In 1993, WEGO began providing police 
services to Thornbury Township on a contract basis.          

When people think of East Goshen they think of a suburban community of single-family homes on nicely-landscaped 
lots.  However, we are a very diverse Township and over 60% of the homes in East Goshen are multifamily.  As I am 
writing this article, you can purchase a condo in Goshen Valley for $172,500; in the southeast part of the Township, a 
magnificent 6,800 sq. ft. home on 11 acres is for sale for $6,875,000; and there is everything in between.  

I have seen East Goshen grow from a rural community of small farms to one of the premier townships in Chester 
County.  

As Sean Connery said to Kevin Costner in the movie The Untouchables, òHere endeth the lesson.ó 

 

Rick Smith  

Township Manager 
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Louis F.  òRickó Smith, Jr. 

Through the years in pictures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Summer 1992) - Township Building ground                 

breaking; joined by former Supervisors John Chatley, 

Marty Shane (current), Linda Gordon, Barb Corba, 

Tony Icovelli 

(1992-93) - Township Building construction 

(1997-98) - Supervising installation of trash racks on 

the Milltown Dam Reservoir outfall pipe  

(2003) - Assessing fallen tree property damage  

June 16, 2021 

Proclaimed ñRick Smithò Day 
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[ƻǳƛǎ  CΦ άwƛŎƪέ {ƳƛǘƘΣ WǳƴƛƻǊΣ ōƻǊƴ  сκнсκрнΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ DƻǎƘŜƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ 
 
WǳƴŜ  мΣ мфсф-wƛŎƪΣ ŀǘ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ 9ŀǎǘ DƻǎƘŜƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŎǊŜǿ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊΦ 
мфтл-DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
мфтс-aŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ .ƻƴƴƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ YȅƭŜ ϧ [ƛȊΦ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфум- wƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ϧ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфут-wƛŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ϧ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ϧ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hŶŎŜǊΦ wƛŎƪ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǳƴǝƭ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнмΦ  

IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ   
/ǊŜŀǘŜ 9ŀǎǘ DƻǎƘŜƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ tŀǊƪΣ ŀ рр ŀŎǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƪ  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ  
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ  
¢ƘŜ ά½ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ wƻŀŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ  
5ŜŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ  
/ǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ нрл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎκǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇύΣ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ !ǇǇƭŜōǊƻƻƪ tŀǊƪ 

¢ƘŜ IŜǊǎƘŜȅ aƛƭƭ 5ŀƳ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƴƛǎƘΣ Ŧŀƭƭ нлнм 
 
!ǿŀǊŘǎκ!ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
мфуу - !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ t! 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ  

Lƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘ 
мффп -   /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ мффп /ƛǘŀǝƻƴ ς нр ̧ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
мффп -   нр ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ /ƛǘŀǝƻƴ 
мффт -   tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ tƻƴŘ 
нллмτ  {ŀǾŜŘ нрл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎκǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
  ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ !ǇǇƭŜōǊƻƻƪ tŀǊƪ 
нллн -   ¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ tŀǘǊƛƻǝŎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ 
нллп -   /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ά²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎ 
нлмс -   tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ нтǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ  
нлмс -   WΦ [ŀǊǊȅ .ƻƭƛƴƎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ  9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
нлмф -   !ǿŀǊŘŜŘ рл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ 

 
.ƻŀǊŘǎκaŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ϧ tŀǎǘΥ 
/ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ-ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ά²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ  

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ƘƛǘŜƭŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ  
aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /hD .ƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ  
[ŜŀŘ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƛƴ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ hŶŎƛŀƭǎ 
[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ /ƻƴǎƻǊǝǳƳ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ - ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ-/ƘŀƛǊ 

 

 

Louis F.  òRickó Smith, Jr. 

A lifetime of  exemplary public service  
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Township residents, staff and elected officials reflect on Rickõs impacts 

 

Rick Smith ï The Gibraltar of Municipal Managers 

So much good to say about such a fine human being and man who has the unique ability to effectively and calmly 

deconstruct the most complex, controversial or unexpected events and situations that is the world of municipal 

management. 

Rick is a managerôs manager ï ethical, humble, effective, efficient, accountable, accessible and universally respected in 

our world by his peers, fellow employees, and citizens ï The Epitome of a Quiet Professional. 

Were it not for Rick in my life, I very well might not have had a (30-year) career and tenure as a municipal manager in 
neighboring East Bradford Township, Chester County. 
 
In 1991 I was the victim of downsizing; the country was in a ómildô recession due to some combination of the 1990 oil 
price shock; debt accumulation of the 1980s, and growing consumer pessimism from the weakened economy to 
produce the brief recession. At that time my position as Associate Vice President with the Wooldridge Organization at 
The Villages of Hersheyôs Mill was vaporized. Like a failed mainspring of a watch, without a job, a young family and a 
mortgage I was in a state of shock with no time to lose. Rick Smith, who I had known for some years through my work 
at Hersheyôs Mill, was one of my first calls to share my situation. Rick, in his always calm, concise and caring manner 
of communication, informed of a new manager search at East Bradford Township and suggested it could be a good 
opportunity. The rest, as they say, is history.  
 
Subsequent to my plunge into municipal management, Rick has remained an always available resource and mentor. I 
have learned so much from this kind gentleman over the now decades not just from his advice but from the observation 
of his countenance. I continue to learn from Rick each day now as a member of the EGT Board of Supervisors. 
Regrettably one skill I have not ever been able to learn from this master is his ability to be so damned effectively and 
pleasantly concise!  
 
As he is The Master I shall remain honored to be the Grasshopper. 
It is such a privilege to have you in my life.  
 
So Now Louis óRickô Smith, Jr.,  while you may not have a Vincent Black Lightning 1952, may you and your Bonnie 
bride ride your Harleys safely and enjoyably to Golden Pond and beyond!! 
And to borrow the chorus from the John Prine song, ñIn Spite of Ourselvesò this for You and Your Bonnie 

In spite of ourselves 

We'll end up a'sittin' on a rainbow 

Against all odds 

Honey, we're the big door prize 

We're gonna spite our noses 

Right off of our faces 

There won't be nothin' 

But big old hearts, a'dancin' in our eyes 

Mike Lynch 

Township Supervisor 
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Township residents, staff and elected officials reflect on Rickõs impacts 

 

I donôt have any amusing anecdotes to offer about Rick, but I can share that when serving as a township supervisor, 

Rick was always available to answer any questions and to offer background information and  relative details of 

upcoming actions. He was always cheerful, considerate and supportive of staff.  I never saw him angry or disrespectful 

toward another individual.  He is truly an outstanding Township Manager, but more importantly, an outstanding 

individual. 

Thom Clapper; former Township Supervisor 

Itôs been a true pleasure working with you over the last 40 years! I think its safe to say we had more good times than 

bad. You are truly a wealth of knowledge and I am proud to be your friend! I will truly miss our morning talks! Now its 

time to relax and enjoy life without that phone growing out of your ear. I wish you and Bonnie a wonderful retirement 

as you both have truly earned it! Enjoy it!  

Mark Miller; Public Works Director 

I live in Bow Tree in the oldest farmhouse with close to 3 acres. One of the bordering neighbors complained to the 

township that I wasnôt mowing my lawn often enough. I followed EGT regulations because I was trying to forest the 

side lots in and let trees grow. Mr. Smith came out, yep twice a year, and approved me. But the neighbor persisted to 

complain. I asked Mr Smith if I could borrow sheep from Arasapha Farms for the summer. He just said two words, oh 

boy.  I had sheep keep the grass down for four years, trees grew, lots are forested and I met regularly with Mr Smith I 

nail that neighbor finally moved! 

Ruth Atkins, resident 

I wish I had a story to tell, but all I can say is he has been extremely reasonable and fair in the few dealings we have 

had with him over the years. He also has a pretty good memory.  We will be so sad to see him go. He will be hard to 

replace. 

Nancy Mulhollan, resident 

My career in business taught me that my top priority was being responsive to my customers.  In the 33 years I have 

lived in East Goshen, whenever I have had a question for Rick, he has always responded to me in a timely manner.   

Paul Canavin, resident  

When I started as Parks and Rec Director eight years ago, Rick came in my office and said, ñIôm going to be honest, I 

donôt know anything about Parks and Rec, so do your thingò. But I quickly learned this wasn't the case. Rick was 

always the smartest person in any room, but he let his staff do their jobs, inserting himself when needed. This type of 

leadership has created a ñwell-oiled machineò of capable leaders, that will undoubtedly carry on for another 52 years.      

Jason Lang; Parks and Recreation Director 
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For half a century heôs stood 

Steady and solid as granite 

From a mower of lawns 

to Manager in charge 

of East Goshen Township 

Citizen stewardship writ large! 

 

Undramatic as daylight 

Honest as rain 

Rick the Rock 

The man with the answers 

Before the questions came.  

 

Ahead of every pothole 

Astride every pond 

His head full of figures 

his heart full of heart 

With vision and hindsight 

Bridging past and beyond 

The hard tasks looked doable 

the undoables got done. 

 

Townships arenôt built on ephemera 

They stand on the steady 

They rest on the rock 

They thrive on deliberate dedication 

They sustain on reliable stock. 

 

 

Townships arenôt built on ephemera 

They stand on the steady 

They rest on the rock 

They thrive on deliberate dedication 

They sustain on reliable stock. 

 

Our Louis the Lionhearted 

whose sturdy Smith roots 

Grew him vertical 

Goshenôs Pine Sentinel 

Devoted in duty through decades  

of challenge and change. 

 

No praise can be worthy  

Our caps doffed in awe 

His legacy: our treasure of a Township 

Held verdant and safe for half century 

Cupped in his capable hands. 

 

Chris Marshall, East Goshen Township Poet Laureate 

 

 

 

The Rock of  East Goshen 



 

Join the Township in welcoming our newest staff !
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About our Township Manager, Derek Davis: 

Q: What aspect of your job are you most looking forward to?  

Building relationships with the staff and boards as well as becoming  part of the 

community, not just an employee.  It sounds clich® but it is so important to be 

available and communicative with residents and businesses in order for them to 

have confidence in their local government.  Itôs even more important when 

youôre following someone with 5 decades of experience who dedicated his life 

to serving this township.  

Q: What was your most recent position? 

Assist Township Manager and Director of Planning/Zoning at West Goshen Township. 

Q: What are your personal interests? 

I am pretty golf obsessed much to my wifeôs dismay.  I love spending time with my two daughters, Paige and 

Brynn. Diehard Eagles and Penn State Football fan. I wish it could be fall all year long (I think itôs the pumpkin 

spice).     The Beatles are the best band ever. That is not up for debate! 

Q: Are you from the area?  

My wife grew up right next to East Goshen in the Greater West Chester area and Iôve been in Chester County for 

over a decade now after migrating out this way from Philadelphia where I grew up.  Weôve been taking our kids to 

EGT Park for years.  Iôve always appreciate the sense of community and pride that people here have. 

About our Director of Finance, David Ware: 

Q: What aspect of your job are you most looking forward to?  

Iôm looking forward to helping the township create a long-term balanced              

budget that is sustainable and provides for the infrastructure and services of   

residents in a cost effective manner. Also, Iôm excited to meet more residents 

and understand the different committees that serve the Township. 

Q: What was your most recent position? 

My most recent position was Cash/Financial Planning and Analysis Manager for a credit card company in                        

Wilmington, Delaware. 

Q: What are your personal interests?  

I have 2 drum sets and 3 guitars.  I enjoy writing songs or learning cover tunes and jamming w/ my brother-in-

law.  Sometimes, even my 3 kids enjoy dancing to my music, although itôs hard to compete with YouTube, Pandora, 

and Spotify!  I love all types of music, but have an affinity for classic rock, blues, and jazz. 

Q: Are you from the area?  

Close by, I grew up in Chadds Ford and played sports with a number of the West Chester schools.  My wife is from 

West Chester and we love taking our kids (ages 6, 4, and 2) to the East Goshen Township park each week to play or 

walk the trails, and Iôm glad to be working in East Goshen.   



 

 
 
 

Fair, fun and French fries!   
 
Summer isnôt the same without them and the Goshen Fire Company is pleased to welcome you back to the Goshen Country 
Fair.  Mark your calendar - the fair will run from Monday, August 2 through Saturday, August 7.  The fairgrounds open 
M-F at 6 PM, Saturday at 5 PM, with free parking.  Please come out and enjoy rides, food, vendors, agriculture and animal 
exhibits.  Donôt forget to pick up your favorite Goshen Fair Donuts!  If you are interested in volunteering please email 
contact@goshencountryfair.org.  We will not be publishing a fair booklet this year, but information for all items related to 
the fair can be found on our website at www.goshencountryfair.org.  For over 70 years the fair has provided a major source 
of funding for the Goshen Fire Company and we are so excited to be back and looking forward to seeing you this summer. 
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http://www.goshencountryfair.org
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WEGO PD would like to congratulate our newly promoted: Sgt. Joe Armbruster and 

Det. Sgt. Michael Ragni 

About Det. Sgt. Michael Ragni: 

 

Michael Ragni has been with WEGO PD for 

about 28 years now, getting assigned to the 

Criminal Investigation Division in 2003. He is 

Certified by the Chester County District 

Attorneyôs Office as an Active Shooter/Threat 

instructor, has been a member of the Emergency 

Response Team (SWAT) for over 16 years (and is 

currently a Squad Leader), and is now a certified 

Sniper on the SWAT team. He is the head 

certified Range Instructor for the Westtown East 

Goshen Regional Police.  

Other areas of expertise include: On-Scene 

Accident Investigation, Street Survival, PA wire 

certification, Police Mountain Bike School, 

Criminal Investigation, Homicide Investigation 

training, Range Instructor school, Emergency 

Disaster Incident Training, Dynamic Handgun, 

Point Shooting, and has trained with professional/

competition handgun shooter Michael Alexander.     

Ragni holds a Bachelor of Science degree from 

Mansfield University in Criminal Justice, with a 

minor in Philosophy, and made the Deanôs List 

during several semesters. While attending 

Mansfield University, Ragni played football and 

was Captain of the team and voted the Most 

Valuable Player in his senior year. He is married 

with four children and lives in the Township of 

East Goshen. He enjoys the outdoors and 

traveling out West to hike, hunt, 

fish and ski.  

About Sgt. Joe Armbruster: 

 

Joe Armbruster began part-time as a patrolman at 

WEGO PD in June 1999, at the age of 20 years 

old, and began full-time at WEGO PD in January 

2004. In 2004, he received an award citation from 

Curt Weldon for a remarkable number of DUI 

arrests in the county. He was also recognized that 

year by M.A.D.D. for his high number of DUI 

arrests. In 2008, Armbruster received the Officer 

of the Year Award and had two other nominations 

for other years. In 2011, he joined the Countyôs 

Major Incident Response Team and also became a 

Field Training Officer that same year. In 2015, 

Armbruster became a Use of Force Instructor for 

our department and in March 2021, he was 

promoted to Sergeant.  

Outside of work, Armbruster enjoys sports, 

grilling, and spending time with his family. His 

mantra is, ñFamily first,ò and his biggest 

motivator is his son, Tyler. He was born one 

month after Armbruster was hired at WEGO PD.  



It's been a busy first few months, both in Harrisburg and right here in the 9th District. As we move through 

budget season, and the allocation of the American Rescue Plan funding, I want you to 

know that I am committed to fighting for a budget that works for working 

Pennsylvanians, and that helps our Commonwealth recover. But I also want to make 

sure that's we're addressing what matters most to you and passing legislation and a 

budget that works for you. As always, if you have an opinion or perspective on 

legislation you would like to see passed, please don't hesitate to contact me via email 

at kane@pasenate.com, via phone at 610-447-5845, or via social media at 

Facebook.com/SenatorJohnKane and on Twitter and Instagram @SenatorJohnKane.   

I'm also excited to share that we have opened our first District Office in the City of 

Chester and will be opening our second District Office in Thornton in the coming 

weeks! Both District Offices will be open by appointment only, and our Constituent 

Services team will be able to assist with anything from applying for unemployment, to 

SEPTA passes for seniors, to faxing forms to any of the state departments. For more 

information on our office locations, and on how our office can serve you, 

visit www.pasenatorkane.com.  

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in the coming months -- whether in my office, at one of 

our monthly events, or in and around our community. For more regular updates, make sure to follow me on 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and sign up for my e-newsletter. 
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Dear Neighbors, 

It is my pleasure to be working for you in Harrisburg and at home in our district office. Since opening my office in 

December, my dream team and I have assisted with over 1,500 

constituent cases, helping you and your neighbors with everything 

from unemployment compensation to vaccine availability and 

access.  

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, do not hesitate to 

call my office (610) 696-4990 or email repherrin@pahouse.net so I 

can better serve you. 

I also ask that you complete a quick survey so we can better 

understand your concerns and needs. This will help me draft policy 

and vote on the issues that best represent you and your priorities. 

I've heard from many of your neighbors already, so let your voice 

be heard by filling out my survey today at: bit.ly/repherrinsurvey2021 

To close, I wanted to invite you to the fun and informative events my office will be hosting this summer including our 

virtual senior expo! To learn more about these great events visit my website at pahouse.com/herrin or call my office 

at (610) 696-4990 to stay up to date! 

I hope you will have a happy, safe summer enjoying the outdoors! 
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The Malvern Public Library is happy to announce we are now open to the public                        

with the following hours: 

Mondays & Tuesdays from 9am-8pm 
Wednesdays & Thursdays from 9am-6:30pm 
Fridays from 9am-5pm 
Saturdays from 9am-4pm 
 
Our computers are available for public use by appointment. To ensure fair 
access to the library computers, usage will be limited to 1 hour at this time.                
Call the library at 610-644-7259 to schedule an appointment.  
 
Curbside Pickup appointments will remain available Mondays through 
Thursdays from 1pm-5:30pm. 
The Malvern Public Library and other members of the Chester County Library 
System will have our first collaboration virtual fundraiser! Join us for a Novel 
Tea with bestselling author Riley Sager, moderated by bestselling author 
Jeffery Deaver. The event will be held on July 1st, 2021 at 7pm. Tickets will 
be on sale until June 18th.  
Summer Reading is here! Join our Tails & Tales childrenôs summer reading 
program online with READsquared. Adults can join in the fun as well with our 
Adult Summer Reading program. Read or listen to any Chester County 
Library System book, fill out a short review card, and you will be entered to 
win one of our weekly gift card prizes to a local restaurant.   
 
For childrenôs events, online storytimes are held on Tuesdays at 10:30am via 
Zoom, or you can join Ms. Meghan on Thursdays at 10:30am for our Outdoor 
Family Storytime at the Burke Park Gazebo from June 10 through August 12. 
Registration is required. 
 
For adults, our month book club meets the third Tuesday of every month at 
9:30am at the Burke Park Gazebo or on Zoom depending on the weather. 
Copies of the monthly book are on reserve at our circulation desk for pick up. 
Please check our events calendar for more details.  
 
Traveling this summer? Check out one of our mobile hotspots, or download 
the Libby app to get e-books and e-audiobooks on your phone or other mobile 
devices. Weôre here to help with any technical problems you may have. 
 
Thank you to all who donated during our annual Give-a-thon! We appreciate 
all of our library supporters, and thank them for their yearly patronage to 
ensure the continued success of the libraryôs programs and services. The main 
drive of Give-a-Thon may be over, but we accept donations all year. Please 
consider donating to your library. 
 
We are looking for an East Goshen resident to join our Library Board of Trustees. If you want to give back to 

your local community, consider joining. Contact the Library Director, Maggie Stanton, for more information. 

 

We also want to thank East Goshenôs Township Manager, Rick Smith, for his support of the library over the 
years and we wish him all the best on his retirement! 


