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Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide a narrative for the Battle of the Clouds based on primary accounts
and to examine the battle in the context of an Eighteenth Century cultural landscape inventory.

This study was a continuation of the work performed by Chester County, with backing from the American
Battlefield Protection Program, for the Battle of Brandywine in 2010, and the Battle of Paoli in 2011.
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that Continental forces, “formed on the high ground beyond the valley, and there remained during a very
rainy day. We then marched to a place called the Yellow Spring.” > This would put Washington’s Army

somewhere in the vicinity of today’s Philadelphia Memorial Park as shown in Map 7.

While the main army retreated to Yellow Springs, Maxwell’s and Potter’s commands moved along the
Lancaster Road toward Valley Forge in order to screen the baggage.” The march to Yellow Springs that
evening was not going to be easy considering the continuation of hurricane force wind and rain, the steady

detetioration of the roads, the steepness of the hills, and the darkening of night.

Crown Forces Encampment

As Washington’s Army trudged north the Crown Forces focused on making camp. General Howe made
his headquatters at the Boot Tavern, which Munchhausen referred to as, “a miserable small house”,”” while
General Cornwallis rested at a farmhouse owned by George Hoopes along the Chester Road.” The rest of

the army found shelter if and where they could.

Once again there ate no primary sources desctibing the Crown Forces encampment in Goshen and the
Whitelands on the night of 16 September. Based on the historical research detailed in Appendix A, the
exact configuration of the Crown Froces camp at Goshen/Whiteland remains unknown. Due to the heavy
rainfall and the almost impassible roads it is highly improbable that Crown forces established a regular
camp. Primary sources suggest that the troops simply stopped in place and that the camp roughly followed
the line of march. Once fighting had begun, the order for the march dissolved and no orders for laying

out and establishing a camp were issued.”

Insights into the Crown Forces encampment come from the depredation report which was, “based on the
register, compiled in November 1782, which contains accounts of property of Chester County residents
seized or (not as frequently) destroyed, without compensation, by the British Army, aided by ‘adherents’
(Pennsylvania Tories), during their march toward and occupation of Philadelphia, from the fall of 1777
until June 1778.”% These claims wete designed to, “bolster the American position in the peace
negotiations with Great Britain that had begun the previous April ... This was not to be, however, for the

treaty resulting from these negotiations, the Treaty of Paris (1783), while recognizing American
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Still in disarray from the previous day’s battle, and with swollen creeks and muddy roads ahead of them,
Washington’s Army would have taken whatever roads and fords were most passable.” The most direct
was the Nantmeal Road (past Colonel William Evans’ house) to Warwick furnace. The only primary
account of this march comes from Captain Robert Kirkwood of the Delaware Regiment, who reports that
he “crossed French Creek Bridge,” a route which took the army through East Pikeland past the Black Bear
Tavern and the Continental Powderworks. They made camp that night “about three miles further,” which
placed the army along modern day Route 23 in East Vincent.” Although there is no hard evidence of the

location of Washington’s headquarters that night, local lore claims that he stayed at Brownback Tavern.”™

Kirkwood’s account points out that they had no tents at this time, indicating that the Delaware Regiment
had not yet met up with the baggage coming from Valley Forge.” After the baggage was removed,
Maxwell’s troops remained at Valley Forge until the rest of the supplies could be hauled up the Schuylkill
River to safety. Though he was eventually joined by Lt. Colonel Alexander Hamilton and a dragoon
detachment commanded by Captain “Light Horse” Henry Lee, they wete unable to complete the removal

of the stores because of the arrival of British Dragoons on 18 September.”

After a brief stop in East Vincent, the main army continued to the furnace region. The exact order of
march is unknown, but we do know from Kirkwood and McMichaels’s accounts that they started
marching between 3:00am and 4:00am, passing the Warwick Furnace on their way to Reading Furnace.”
The army probably arrived about mid-morning on 18 September in the furnace region. The configuration
of the army is not precisely known, but it is known that Washington made his headquarters at the Reading

. 2
Furnace mansion.®

After Washington’s departure from Yellow Springs, Wayne’s division of about 2,000 men was left behind
to guard against any movement by Howe toward the furnaces.” There is no official record of the exact
whereabouts of Wayne’s camp. The only primary source is Colonel Thomas Hartley who states that they
made, “camp three miles from the Red Lion.”* Without naming their source, Futhey and Cope place

Wayne at the house of Christian Hench along the Pickering Creek in West Pikeland.®
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Open Road to Philadelphia

Both armies began the day prepared for a major engagement, but the Battle of the Clouds turned out to be
little more than a series of small unit actions between advance parties which never developed into a full

blown battle.

After the storm subsided, Howe’s path to Philadelphia was clear, “triggering a panicky exodus of
congressmen,” who fled to York, Pennsylvania where they held session that winter.*®  On 26 Septembet,

Howe entered Philadelphia, while Washington remained thirty miles to the west in Pottsgrove.

The Battle of the Clouds was certainly a strategic victory for Howe, but Washington recognized that it had
little beating on the outcome of the war, later writing to Congressman Henry Laurens, “The possession of
out towns, while we have an army in the field, will avail them little...It is our arms, not defenseless towns,

they have to subdue.”™
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Recommendations

a. Further Research

Much remains unknown about the Battle of the Clouds, and thete are some questions that may never be

answered, but Chester County recommends that further research be conducted on the following aspects of

the battle.
1) Crown Forces Encampment

We know the location of Howe and Cotnwallis’ quarters on the night of 16 September from
ptimary accounts, while the depredations report explicitly state the location of some of the other
generals. We also used the depredations report to show properties that suffered severe damage,

suggesting the presence of a large body of troops.

Further study of the properties in this area may reveal more information about the extent of this

encampment as well as the configuration of the Crown Forces during the battle itself.
2) Route to Yellow Springs and the Furnaces

Very little documentation is available regarding the routes that Washington took between 16 and
18 September from the Whitehorse Tavern to the Reading Furnace region. Apart from the
baggage and the artillety, we do not have a description of the routes that were taken by the

Continental Army on the night of 16 September.

Kirkwood’s account indicates his route to the furnace region across the French Creek Bridge on 17
September, but it remains unclear how much of the army took this route, and whether other routes

were taken.

This study has mapped the Eighteenth century road network, but further research is needed to

reveal which roads were used by Washington.
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3) Continental Encampments

The exact location and configuration of the Continental encampments on the nights of 16, 17, and
18 September are unknown. We know that Yellow Springs, Fast Vincent, and Reading Furnace

were the general location of the army, but details remain unclear.

Further research into these encampments is recommended, including the location of Washington’s

headquatters in Fast Vincent and Wayne’s quarters at Yellow Springs.

b. National Historic Landmark Status

The Paoli Battlefield Preservation Fund should explore the possibility of establishing National Historic
Landmark (NHL) Status for the Battle of the Clouds Cote Area (see Map 11) and linking it with their
effort to establish an NHL for the Paoli Battlefield.

Establishing an NHL for these two battlefields, similar to the existing NHL at nearby Brandywine, would
help to give the two sites the elevated status deserved of nationally significant events. Its location between
Valley Forge and Brandywine would help the general public tie together these important events in the
Philadelphia Campaign.

c. Regional Linkages

It is recommended that the Revolutionary War Campaign of 1777 Logp proposed by the Brandywine
Battlefield Task Force in conjunction with municipal input be formally endorsed by both Chester and
Delaware counties. This Loop concept is a regional planning effort that would provide regional linkages
between significant Battlefield landscapes and historic sites. The Loop would provide pedestrian access
along many of the roadways and other corridors that were used for troop movements. The Animated
Maps and Atlases from the Brandywine, Paoli, and Clouds projects can serve as the historical reference

material to locate opportunities for historical interpretation along the proposed regional linkages.

A general alignment of this loop can be found in Appendix H.
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d. White Horse Crossroads Historic District

The White Horse Tavern village was located at a critical six-point crossroad in Chester County as shown in
Map 3. Here the east-west Lancaster-Philadelphia Road which led to Swedes’ Ford, met the Paxton Road
which led to the notthern iron forges and Hartis’s Ferry (Hatrsibutg), the Morehall Road which led to the
upper fords of the Schuylkill River, the road to the Boot Tavern, and the road to Chester, the County Seat.

In the 18™ century, it was almost impossible to travel through northern Chester County without finding
yourself at this crossroad. Apart from the blacksmith shops, the village featured the White Horse Tavern

which was one of the first tavetns to teceive a license in 1721.

The White Horse Tavern exemplifies the significance of the proposed district. During September 1777,
the tavern was the location of many events including the Battles of Paoli and the Clouds. After the war it
was a regular meeting place for ex-soldiers in the Great Valley, and in 1790 it became a Masonic Lodge.?
The tavern was also a frequent stop for Conestoga Indians who travelled along the Paxton Road to
Philadelphia to trade skins and furs.® It remained a tavern until the early 19™ century, * when it became a

ptivate residence as it remains today.

A number of potentially contributory Class 1 Historic Resources exist in the White Horse area today, as
well as the Battle of the Clouds Township Park. Itis also believed that Revolutionary War graves exist in

the adjacent Philadelphia Memorial Park.’

! Tredyffrin Easttown Historical Quarterly, October 1970, Volume 15 Number 4, Pages 77

? The wayside inns on the Lancaster roadside between Philadelphia and Lancaster, Julius Sachse, page 198

? Ibid, page 197 '

* Ibid, page 201

> Tredyffrin Easttown Historical Quarterly, October 1970, Volume 15 Number 4, Pages 77
- ]
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e. Educational Kiosks: Linking Headquatters, Battle Sites, Taverns and Churches to Tell a

Cohesive Story

One of the significant findings of the study was that although there has been major development in the
battle study area, a large number of the critical historic sites related to the battle remain, and some have
been recognized through national designation or local designation. This recognition has led to increased

preservation efforts and measures in Chester County.

It is recommended that educational kiosks displaying the animated map, paper maps and the Historic
Resource Map be developed and placed throughout the battle area at Chester County Public Library
System sites, the Chester County Archives, the Chester Valley Regional T'rail and the Exton County Park
site, municipal buildings and possibly Valley Forge National Historical Park.

In conjunction with the kioské, a website should be developed to provide the interactive map for the
public and for teachers who wish to utilize the information in the classroom. Itis further recommended
that Chester County Parks & Recreation officially incorporate educational programming for the
Philadelphia Campaign into their county-wide educational programming.

f. Preservation Plan

Chester County should continue to work with local municipalities to develop a Preservation Plan for both

the Paoli and Clouds battlefields.
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End Notes

! Lester, p. 158

2 Appendix A, Introduction, also note that any reference to “Crown Forces” includes British, Hessian, and Loyalist forces
3McGuire, Paoli, p. 29

4 McGuire, Campaign, p.273

3 Appendix A, Question 2. According to Campbell, p. 136, this house was later rebuilt and renamed Carlton, and is located
at Midvale Avenue and Stokeley Street in Germantown

¢ Appendix A, Question 3

7 McGuire, Campaign, p. 281

8 McGuire, Campaign, p. 281

? Washington Papers, General Order 14 September
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n Appendix A, Question 1

1 Appendix A, Question 4
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" Appendix A, Question 4. Lieutenant James McMichael describes the location.

» Appendix A, Question 5. This refutes the claim from Leasa, T/E History, p. 58, which states that the headquarters was at
the Brackbill-Haledmen-Malin house

'® sachse, p. 197 and Wallace, p. 19

v McGuire, Campaign, p. 291

18 McGuire, Paoli, p. 28

13 Winthrop, p. 6

2 McGuire, Paoli, p. 29

2 Appendix A, Question 13, destination stated in Knyphausen’s letter to Landgrave Frederick Il of Hesse-Kessel, Crown
Forces troop strengths described in Question 1

2 McGuire, Paoli, p. 31, Appendix A, Question 13, Montresor’s account describes how Knyphausen’s division “made a
junction with Lord Cornwallis” before they split up.

This is counter to many secondary accounts which claim that Knyphausen went straight from Turk’s Head to the Boot
Tavern on what would have been the road currently known as Phoenixville Pike. For example, Futhey and Cope (page 83)
states that, “The Hessian line, under the command of Count Donop, took the road leading from the Turk's Head to the
Boot tavern.” This claim is backed up by the “Battle of the Clouds” East Whiteland report that shows a map depicting
Knyphausen’s forces taking this direct route.

3 Appendix A, Question 13, Captain Andre’s account states that shots were fired upon “the 33" regiment” at Turks Head.
Andre’s account and Robertson’s account from Appendix A, Question 12, state that there was 1 killed and 2 wounded.
Futhey and Cope, p. 249 state that two British were killed and were buried at a location near the Turk’s Head Tavern.

** Futhey and Cope, p. 83 says the Crown Forces “took the road leading from the Turk’s Head to the Boot Tavern”. This is
supported by the depredation claims in Appendix D which show Mathew occupying the Dunwoody Farm that night.

» Appendix A, Question 8, Montressor’s account says they “made a junction with Lord Cornwallis” at 11:00am, Question
13, quoted from Grant’s letter to Laird of Ballindalloch discussing “obliged to wait”

% Appendix A, Question 8, Pickering’s account, “On the 16th of September, in the morning, information was received of
the approach of the enemy”

z Appendix A, Question 8

» Appendix A, Question 13, Knyphausen’s estimates of enemy strength

» appendix A, Question 8, In Pickering’s diary he says, “About nine in the morning we were informed that the enemy
were advancing towards us. The troops got under arms, and the baggage was sent off.” Clement Biddle, the Commissary
General, reported that he had removed baggage to the Howell Tavern

* Appendix A, Question 12, Robertson’s account names the “1* Light Infantry Battalion”

3! Appendix A, Question 13, Stirke’s account says % mile, Sullivan’s account says 1 mile, and Futhey and Cope say 1.5 miles
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been from the late evening of 17 September when Cornwallis’ Column moved into the valley

® The direct route up Batcon Hill, Bodine, and Yellow Springs Road would have been about 6 miles. Other routes vary in
distance. The artillery’s route was closer to 15 miles.

&4 Appendix A, Question 14

& Appendix A, Question 14, McMichael’s account states, “we marched till 2 oClock thro the heaviest rain | ever felt and
when halted we had to remain under arms till Dawn of aurora”

e Appendix A, Question 14, Biddle’s letter from Valley Forge

& Appendix A, Question 11, Nagle’s diary account

®® Buck, p. 717 and Blockson, p. 25
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70 Lukens, p. 9
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72 McGuire, Paoli, p. 55
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74 Appendix A, Question 17, Washington's letter to Mifflin from Yellow Springs, 17 September

” Appendix A, Question 12, Beatty’'s account says, “The rain left off falling the morning of the 17th about break of day. in
the afternoon we began our March towards the Valley Forge [Warwick Furnace]” & McGuire, Paoli, p. 39

’® Appendix A, Question 17

7 Appendix A, Questions 14, Kirkwood states, “Wednesday 17th march’d and Cross’d French Creek Bridge being 6 miles
went 3 miles further there Stayed all night being 9 miles (no tents) [.]” This location on the night of the 17 September is
corroborated by McMichael’s account which states, “Friday 19th returned back to our last encampment being 12 miles,
filed off to the left and forded Schuylkill & march’d towards ye Sweeds ford.”

I Appendix A, Question 16 points out the lack of reliable sources. Cremers Acres, p. 60 suggest Brownbacks

7 Appendix A, Questions 14, see Kirkwood's quote above, “not tents”

¥ McGuire, Paoli, p. 57-58

&l Appendix A, Question 17, stresses that the order of march is unknown. Question 14, Kirkwood mentions leaving at
3am and McMichael says 4am. McMichael also mentions passing Warwick Furnace

8 Appendix A, Question 17, letter to the Continental Congress from “Reading Furnace”

8 McGuire, Campaign, p. 293

8 Appendix A, Question 15, Hartley’s account

& Futhey and Cope, p. 258. Although Futhey and Cope make the claim that Wayne stayed at the Hench house, Selig
points out that Futhey and Cope do not identify a source of their information. Appendix A, Question 15.

¥ Chernow, p. 306

87 George Washington Papers, Letter from George Washington Henry Laurens, October 3, 1778

8 National Park Service, p. 27
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